COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
SECRETARY OF STATE

Worcester SS.

To either of the Constables of the Town of Brookfield

Greetings:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and
warn the inhabitants of said town who are qualified to vote in Special State
Elections to vote at the Brookfield Town Hall, Banquet Hall on TUESDAY,
THE TWENTY-THIRD DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, from 7:00A.M. to
8:00 P.M. for the following purpose:

To cast their votes in the Special State Election for the candidates of political
parties for the following office:

REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT
sTH WORCESTER DISTRICT

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon at
the time and place of said voting. Given under our hands this tenth day of
October 2001.

And you are directed to serve this Warrant, by posting up attested copies
thereon at Brookfield Town Hall and US Post Office in said town, seven
days at least before the time of the holding of said voting.

SELECTMEN OF BROOKFIELD
WORCESTER SS. &SMM

Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of
the Town of Brookfield by posting up attested copies of the same October
2001. Seven days before the date of the voting, as within directed. Posted at
Brookfield Town Hall ¢/%5 and Brookfield Post Office at 71 s,

ﬁ;e Copy %ttezzgg;?pSF &urray, Constable of Brookfield

it mhonel

A True Copy Attest: Linda M. Lincoln, Town Clerk



SPECIAL STATE ELECTION OCTOBER 23, 2001
REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT-FIFTH WORCESTER DISTRICT

Anne M. Gobi 214*
Ryan J. Witkos 178
Total Votes Cast 392

RECOUNT
Anne M. Gobi defeated Ryan J. Witkos candidate for the Representative position by a 19-

vote margin. The total vote is derived from the Fifth Worcester District, which consists of
10 towns. Mr. Witkos petitioned for a hand count recount in the district.

The Brookfield Board of Registrars scheduled the recount for November 13, 2001, at
7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall, Banquet Hall.

The Recount procedure started at 7:00 P.M. on the November 13" with a welcoming by
Lois O’ Leary Chairperson of the Board of Registrars. Mrs. O’Leary turned the
proceedings over to the Town Clerk Linda Lincoln. Mrs. Lincoln explained the recount
procedure to all that were in attendance. She then proceeded to explain an administrative
error that occurred on the October 23" Special Election. It seemed that on Election Day
two absentee ballots were hand carried to her office, date stamped and recorded into the
computer. These ballots were then put into the Town Clerks’ vault for safe keeping; to be
counted with the other returned absentee ballots. By an error these ballots were placed in
a different drawer in the vault than the others. They were discovered the following day by
the Town Clerk.

The Board of Registrars discussed this error. The registrars voted unanimously to accept
the two ballots and to count them on a separate tally sheet. The votes were counted for
Ryan J. Witkos, this in turn changed the results of the Special Election. The results are as
follow:

Anne M. Gobi 214
Ryan J. Witkos 180
Total votes cast 394

A True Copy Attest: Linda M. Lincoln, Town Clerk




The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Worcester, ss

To ecither of the Constables of the Town of Brookfield in the County of Worcester
Greeting.

In the Name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify
and warn the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs to
meet at the Town Hall, Banquet Hall in said Town on Thursday, the fifteenth day of
November next at 7:00p.m. o’clock in the afternoon, then and there to act on the
following;

The meeting opened with Selectman Ronald Dackson reading a status of the Towns’ finances, which was requested
at the May 11, 2001 Annual Town Meeting; the voters unanimously accepted this report.

Mary O’Connell made a motion that the Selectmen provide a report to the next Town Meeting, it is as follows:

I move that the Board of Selectmen provide a report to the next Town Meeting on the progress in resolving the
Towns’financial records and that the Board of Selectmen work with the Advisory Committee and Special
Accountant to produce a report that is understandable to all.

The motion was opened for discussion with the voters of the meeting and was amended to read as follows:

I move that the motion be amended to make the financial progress report be produced monthly.
The Town voted unanimously to accept and approve this motion.

Article 1.)To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the
Treasurer’s Expense Account for Tax Title purposes or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted to pass over this article.

Article 2.)To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the Tax
Collector’s Expense Account for Tax Title purposes or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted to pass over this article.

Article 3.) To see if the Town will vote to reduce the 2001 Annual Town Meeting appropriation to the Maturing
Debt Interest Account by a sum of money and the Group Insurance Account by a sum of money and the Police
Salary Account by a sum of money, and further to transfer a sum of money from the stabilization fund to the
Maturing Debt Interest Account and to transfer a sum of money from the stabilization fund to the Group Insurance
Account and to transfer a sum of money from the stabilization fund to the Police Salary Account or to take any
action relative thereto.

The By-Laws of the Town states that you cannot rescind articles already voted on and approved at previous Town
Meetings. The Town voted unanimously to suspend this By-Law.

The Town voted unanimously to reduce the 2001 Annual Town Meeting appropriation to the Maturing Debt
Interest Account by $103,152.37 and the Group Insurance Account by $78,847.63 and further to transfer
$103,152.37 from the stabilization fund to the Maturing Debt Interest Account and to transfer $78,847.63 from the
stabilization fund to the Group Insurance Account.

Article 4.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the General
Insurance Account to supplement the account or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted unanimously to transfer $1500.00 from the Mass. Turnpike Tourism Grant Account to the General
Insurance Account to supplement the account.

Article 5.} To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the Town
Accountant’s Salary Account to supplement the account or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted to by a majority to defeat this article.

Article 6.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the
Accountant Professional Services Account to supplement the account or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted by a majority to defeat this article.
Article 7.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the Town’s
share of life insurance to the Group Insurance Account to supplement the account or take any action relative

thereto.

The Town voted unanimously to transfer $600.00 from the Stabilization Account to the Town’s share of life
insurance to the Group Insurance Account to supplement the account.






Article 8)) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the
Unemployment Account to supplement the account or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted unanimously to transfer $17,000.00 from the Stabilization Account to the Unemployment Account
to supplement the account.

Article 9.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the
Treasurer’s Clerk’s salary account to supplement the account or to take any action relative thereto.

The voted by a majority to defeat this Article.

Article 10.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the ADA
Access Ramp Account to construct a ramp to the side entrance of the Banister Memorial Hall or take any action
relative thereto.

The Town voted unanimously to transfer $1,000 from the Stabilization Account to the ADA Access Ramp Account
to construct a ramp to the side entrance of the Banister Memorial Hall.

Article 11.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the Lewis
Field Equipment Account to purchase an industrial type, heavy duty lawn mower or to take any action relative
thereto.

The Town voted by a majority to transfer $3800 from the Stabilization Account and $2200 form the South Pond
Salary Account to the Lewis Field Equipment Account to purchase an industrial type, heavy-duty lawn mower.
26 Yes 13 No

Article 12.) To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate borrow or transfer a sum of money to the
Veterans’ Agent’s Expense Account to supplement the account or to take any action relative thereto.

The Town voted unanimously to transfer $200 from the Stabilization Account to the Veterans’ Agent’s Expense
Account to supplement the account.

Article 13.) To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the FY2002 Dog Officer’s Expense
Account to the Unpaid Bills Account to pay the Aucoin Press invoice dated 6/26/2000 or to take any action relative
thereto.

The Town voted unanimously to transfer $89.00 from the FY2002 Dog Officer’s Expense Account to the Unpaid
Bills Account to pay the Aucoin Press invoice dated 6/26/2000.

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies thereof at the Town, fourteen
days at least before the time of holding of said meeting.

HEREOQOF, FAIL NOT, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to the
Town Clerk, at the time and place of meeting, as aforesaid. Given under our hands this First day of
November in the vear of our Lord. Two Thousand and One.

Ronald J. Dackson
Albert A. Little
SELECTMEN OF BROOKFIELD

A true copy. Attest: Ross B. Ackerman, Constable of Brookfield Worcester,ss.

Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the Town of Brookfield
by posting up attested copies of same at the Brookfield Town Hall at 1:20 P.M. and US
Post Office at 1:25 P.M. on November 1, 2001, fourteen days before the date of the
meeting, as within directed.

Ross B. Ackermar:, Constable of Brookfield

Fifty-four (54) residents were in attendance. The meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M.

A true copy. Attest

I.inda M Linceln, Town Clerk
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November 9, 2001 :

STATUS REPORT
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Voters of the Town of Brookfield the

following is an update on the work being done to research and resolve the Real Estate tax
receivables, which are still open for the years 1984through2001

1984through20001havefoundpmofof2loldmuﬂeawounts.

Of the 21 accourts two (2) are in land court pending foreclosure- , L
Niae(Q)aremtaxhtlependmgmfutolandcomt i S
_-Two(Z)aremtaxtrﬂew:thbadtxﬂ% ' o _ '
'Fow(4)wereforeolosed S NOV 1 3 a0t
._One(i)wasw:thdmwn -

-One(l)mayhavebeenmthdmwn :

Ihavedmnﬁedseveu(?}aﬁonalposﬁblemmiemuﬁsforwmohlhavemt
fmmdthcneededweordsmmﬁrmthwmdeﬁanysoﬁaItaxmdsmbe
updated. 'I‘lmtwﬂlbepursuedatalaterume

Foﬂomngthreemmhsofmmhandfactgﬂhmmg,theﬁrstmamesoﬂeumﬁ el
dated May 01, 2001. Todaewehmmmleémmlﬂlassemedmwﬁhm e
owed for various years (1984 through 2001). Ofﬂwlﬂl'nmmtumﬂaé T
Sixty-five (65) accounts paid in full (§:158,065.81) - S
~ Nineteen (19) accounts were placed in tax title ($1. 19 GTSm}
Two(Z)aemumshadbeenpmdwwmmm&mﬂse (836697 -
Flﬁwn(IS)aoooumsarepeudmgﬁmhermbyus (&29153?5}_ SRR

SET UP OF NEW TAX TITLES (‘_LR& TED ' "
Themnawnnewmudemmmweresetuponﬂmemr’scompmaanduedmu
to the Collector’s tax title turnover. The Town’s software program (whichwe had o
updated for 2001) is being utilized to maintain these accounts. The old Tax title accounts
have not been set up on the updated software yet. That will be done at a later time.

Of the nineteen new tax takings one (1) has paid in full
. Two (2) are making payments
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984-1 NGOING EARCH
For the years 1984 through 1998 we now have a complete picture of which accounts are _ -
left to finalize. We have another 41 accounts with one or more tax years owed in various E
stages of research. The categories are: :
1)TAXES[DSTDUE10$PATUEG’1MTKHONSHAVNGRUNWT
2) TAXES STILL OWED WHICH NFED LETTERS SENT

3) TAXESWHKIIWEREINTAXMEATONEMAM)MAYHAVEBEENRH)EEMED
DISCLAIMED, OR FORECLOSED AND EXEMPTED BUT THE TAX RECORDS WERE NOT
UPDATED

4) TAXES WHICH ARE NEW TAX TTILES WE DID

5) TAXES WHICH ARE OLD TAX TTTLES STILL ACTIVE

1999 EAR:
There are approximately another 207 open accounts in 1999 totaling roughly$32,000.00
in taxes due excluding interest and fees. The computer reports and the manual ledgers do
not agree regarding totals due and amounts posted. We must look at each account in :
depth and evaluate the correct status and update the necessary records. This is time
oonmmmgandtheremonlyONEoomwtertamnalawlablemchwkﬂmem

" MTaxCoﬂmmhaday-w-daydxmamdsthnteomputasemmwm -'
the use of the computer when available. In addition, we need access to the deed books
andmustschedxﬂetlutwhenﬂwyareavaﬂabletou& Bmﬂleworklsongomgandwe
are making progress.

ENDING SUBDIVISION PROB _
Of the 207 1999 accounts, 86 accounts involve a subdivision and sell-off of property,
which we cannot track due to a lack of needed assessing records. To rectify this problem
and clear them from the tax rolls we will need to spend an estimated $600.00 to have
Jalbert Eng. create the needed tracking trail of these 86 accounts so that we can properly
identify who owns them now and which old parcels make up the newly assessed parcels.

PENDING REASSESSMENTS 1995-2001
Inaddmontotheaboveresearchandmbdxvnsronpmblemstherewasone(l)oldtaxnﬂe
account, which proved to be incorrectly assessed for the years 1995 through 200t. That
aceount was reassessed and became 117 accounts, which needed 117 bills and demands
for payment created by hand and mailed out. That was done this past May. Sometime in
September, it was apparently discovered that the reassessment was still inaccurate and
that the Board of Assessor’s would have to reassess and new bills and demands would
have to go,out for a second time. '

The total of the bills pending is in excess of $100,000. No decisive action has been taken
on this issue to date as far as I know. The outcome of the final action taken will
determine how much of the money is still collectible, and how much is lost.
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LOST TAX MONEY
To date the Town has lost $42,625.41 in tax revenue money, which cannot be collected or
taken via legal action because the statue of limitations has run out. The statue had run out
before I ever started researching the Town’s books. I did take immediate legal action to
sewreoth&'aooonntswhxchowedtaxmoneymdforwh:chthestaﬂeofhm:taﬁonswas
about to run out. '

Iahmatethatitomﬂdtakeanother 10—12monthstooompletelytlemnthekealEstate
tax books for the years 1984 through 1999. I have not looked at the records for the
- Personal Property, and Motor Vehicle tax books in any real depth. I would estimate that
work could take 6-12 additional months. 'Ihweeshmatmmbasedonthe!bﬂowmg
factorsholdmgtmeandareonlymybwtgmssatthxspom
1) Complete cooperation of all boards and departments
2} Thetimededlcatedtothewmkandtheexpmmcelevelofﬂ:epasonnelwmhng
on the project remaining consistent
3) No new “problems” of large proportion comes to light
4) Enough credible data is found to properly re-create the old taxutle files and
update the figures so that accurate balances can be created
5) The needed funds are available to do new tax takings '

IN USI N ' . -
Thnshasnotbwnanmytaskhyanymmns M'earemanymm:ngmunmes,
which make this project stressfill and difficult. At the same time, there is much .
satisfaction gained in having resolved difficult probiems!eﬁmohedmémhelpmgm

bmldthegroundworkforamoreposmveandpmspﬁnusﬁmgefortheTmof
- Brookfield.

Respectfully Submitted,

4(%7 S A

Nancy A. Talbot
Temporary Accounting Consultant



