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Open Space/Master Plan Committee Minutes
Town Hall, Banquet Hall
Minutes of January 14, 2010

Meeting called to order: 6:45 pm at the Brookfield Elementary School Library

Members present: Kris Casucci, Bill Simpson, Sarah Heller, Tim Simon, Cheri Carty (arrived 7:30pm)
Consultant present:  Bill Scanlan

Treasurer’s Report: -

Previous Minutes: ~ Minutes approved for meeting of December 10, 2009

Correspondence: --

Old Business,

(1) Zoning Chapter: Bill Scanlan handed out Land Use Statistics. The following was discussed:

(a) We are comparable to other towns in the area for number of building permits issued per year.

(b) Residential makes up 93.7% of the assessed value in town (per Dept of Revenue).

(c) The Flood Plain is an actual zoning district which is different from most towns where the FP is an overlay
district. Kris said that the Planning Board has problems with the FP zoning. It is unclear what you can and
cannot do as different sections are contradictory. She noted that in the FP new construction is prohibited but
existing where there is a problem. The recommendation is that Conservation and Planning rewrite the zoning
for the FP.

(d) The % of mobile homes in town is very high.

(e) Over 60% of residential land is developed. We have many large lot sizes (10-15 acres with only 150 or
200 ft frontage. Most of the current frontage is developed. Brookfield will never grow much residentially the
way the lots are set up.

(f) Bill Scanlan will run the zoning portion of the Feb. 4 community forum meeting.

(2) Transportation Chapter: We went over the draft chapter that Cheri has written and there was
discussion of the goals for this chapter. Cheri will revise draft. Sarah will put Cheri and Ron Couture in
touch to get information on scenic roads and trails.

(3) Governance Chapter: Bill Simpson will lead a SWOT discussion at the Feb 4 forum.
(4) Bill Simpson reminded us to keep working on the chapter summaries.

(5) Preparations for the Feb 4 forum: Sarah and Cheri will bring refreshments. Sarah will put the public
notice in the Brookfield Citizen again for the Feb edition which will come out at the end of January.

New Business: None

Next Meetings: Feb 4, 2010, 7 p.m. at Brookfield Elementary School for Public Forum. Bill Simpson will
post and make arrangements with the school. Feb 25, 6:30pm Brookfield Elementary. Bill Simpson will post.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sarah Heller
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