
Brookfield Historical Commission
APPROVED Meeting Minutes Wednesday, September 08, 2010, 5:30 PM

Members in Attendance: Ron Couture, Matt Custer, Bill Puza, Ann Mathieu, Peg Puza

 Reviewed minutes from previous meeting 9/1/10.  Ann motioned to approve, Bill
seconded.  Vote:  0 Nays  /  5 Yeas

 Discussed proposed WRTA Kiosk for Bus Stop. Town to provide a pad, WRTA
to provide covered bench. Historical Commission needs to approve the design if
located within historical district. Discussed alternate locations, including near Tip
Top, or possibly on Rte. 9 near Lewis Field. Will wait to see what the proposed
location is before offering recommendations.

 Matt presented final estimate from N. E. Document Center in Andover on
restoration of the 2 town broadsides. Complete restoration priced at $1320 for
both, not to include framing. N. E. Document Center would complete restorations
and store items until the Commission is ready to discuss framing. Plan to display
finished broadsides in the meeting hall rather than in foyer. Agreed to proceed
with restoration because of the significance of the items(may take up to 6
months), and to delay framing until next year. Ann motioned to approve, Peg
seconded.  Vote: 0 Nays  /  5 Yeas

 Discussed the grant workshop w/ Dept. of Conservation & Recreation on Friday,
September 17th, 1:00 – 4:00. Ron Couture & Rudy Heller to attend.

 Discussed the pending appointment of Lois O’Leary to the Historical
Commission; will likely take place before our next meeting.

 Reviewed the thank you letter from members of the Wolcott Family for their
recent reunion held at Elm Hill & Brookfield venues.

 Discussed the planned installation of herb garden at Elm Hill Farm, including
brick walk with private donations of $100 for each commemorative memorial
brick. Volunteer opportunities exist for work on the herb garden.

 Discussed the Brookfield Common Committee’s consultation with Martha Lyon,
landscape architect, on plans for the common. Ron will draft letter to the state on
behalf of the Historical Commission questioning an approximate 1-2 foot
encroachment of the common with the recent repaving project. It appears tree
roots of several trees along Common St. have been left exposed.

 Examined the Spooner doorknocker to re-measure dimensions pending the plans
to have a custom display case built. Dimensions will be 30” x 42”, with sufficient
depth to accommodate the depth of knocker and the board on which it is mounted.
Matt will contact the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester to obtain copy
of the pen & ink drawing titled “Bathsheba’s Final Hour.”  Would like to include
this as the artwork within the display case, along with a narrative about the
Spooner incident. Ron to examine old photos to see if one might possibly be a
photo of the Spooner house taken before it was destroyed by fire.

 Meeting adjourned at 7:45.  Next meeting will be on Thursday October 14th @
5:30 at Elm Hill.  Chairman will post.


