
Brookfield Historical Commission

Approved Meeting Minutes – Thursday, 6/10/2010 `` 5:30 PM

Members in Attendance:
Matthew Custer, Ron Couture, Peg Puza, Bill Puza, Ann Mathieu

Minutes from previous meeting reviewed. Ann M. made motion to approve; Matt C. seconded.
Vote:   5 yeas  /  0 nays

Discussed needs to make basement office space usable for committee. Ron set up dehumidifier
and is periodically emptying receptacle. Will make a list of necessary projects such as painting,
cleaning, etc. at a future meeting.

Matt presented results from estimates obtained:
 N. E. Document Conserv. Center – will have a final cost estimate in 3 weeks for restoration

of 2 historical town-event broadsides (1874 dance & 1906 class fundraiser)
 The Framer’s Gallery, Auburn – Est. for 42” x 30” custom display box for Spooner door

knocker and other items related to the Spooner murder is currently at $795. Matt will try to
renegotiate the price closer to our goal of $600. A motion made by Peg to use $625 of current
budget to build custom case; an additional $170 will be used from next year’s budget for
mounting & matting fees. Ann seconded motion.  Vote:  5 yeas  / 0 nays
 Discussed options for items to be used in display. Committee leaning toward using

reproduction of chalk drawings found in attic of Bigelow Tavern in West Boylston
instead of reproduction of Bathsheba Spooner portrait currently @ Worcester
Courthouse. Matt has spoken to Madeline Arne & to Beverly Goodale (508-835-3704) of
the West Boylston Historical Society regarding the historical accuracy of each. Matt &
Peg will follow up.

 Ron will obtain new keys for filing cabinet to get an accurate measurement of Spooner
knocker.

Ron read letter from Worcester Historical Museum requesting Brookfield’s participation in
celebration of 150th Anniversary of Worcester County’s Civil War involvement. Ron outlined a
list of artifacts available, including C.P. Blanchard’s book with interviews of Brookfield Civil
War soldiers (Merrick Library), Blanchard’s letters to family members before his draft, and
personal recollections about attending Lincoln’s funeral.  Worcester Hist. Museum requests a
response by June 15th.  Motion made by Ann M. to respond in the affirmative now, and to plan
Brookfield’s involvement in more detail after Apple Country Fair. Matt seconded motion.  Vote:
5 yeas  /  0 nays

Future / Ongoing Projects:
 Continuation of cherry tree pruning (approximately 16 trees have been pruned so far)
 Prune and clean around town’s historical markers
 Clean Town Pound site
 Discussed a possible future workshop to train Commission members to clean & preserve slate

gravestones. Ron explained process in some detail; members would like to undertake the
project.

 Commission acknowledges a reduced emphasis on some of these projects now due to
involvement with the Quabog 350th celebration events.

Meeting adjourned @ 7 PM; site visit to Town Pound postponed due to weather. Next meeting
scheduled for Thurs., July 22nd, 2010 @ 5:30 PM at Town Hall. Chairperson will post.

NOTE: MTG POSTPONED till August 12, 2010 @ 5:30 PM


