
Brookfield Town Hall
6 Central Street

Brookfield, MA  01506
Conservation Commission

MINUTES
Tuesday, April 19, 2011

Present: Kenneth Cleveland – Acting Chair Absent: Heath Grimes
Timothy Simon – Co-Chair John O’Leary, Jr.
Mike LaRocca
William Neault
Carrie Worthington – Clerk/Member

Guests: Terry Anderson
Maurice O’Connell – CSX Transportation
Patricia Foster – AMEC
Herb Chaffee – Highway Department

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mr. Kenneth Cleveland opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Cleveland went over the meeting’s agenda.  He relayed a message that Maurice O’Connell
would be late, approximate arrival time 7:30 p.m.  Also, Mr. John O’Leary, Jr. would be late.

NEW BUSINESS:
Bruce Clarke should make out a Request for Determination.  Mr. Clarke needs to advertise a
legal ad in a local paper.  He would then have a hearing.  This way all steps have been followed.
This would give the Conservation Commission a completed file.

Our next business at hand is the amendment of the original Order of Conditions for CSX.  It will
be amended for the excess material storage area.  The members will wait for discussion until
Mr. Maurice O’Connell arrives.

7:14 p.m. – Herb Chaffee, Highway Dept., Superintendent
Mr. Herb Chaffee addressed the Conservation Commission with plans to lay approximately
4,000’ (feet) of pipe along Town Farm Road, Rice Corner Road, Gay Road (short section).

The members asked if there were any wetlands in question.  Mr. Chaffee stated Town Farm Rd.
has some wetlands.

Mr. Tim Simon asked if any culverts were being replaced under the road.  Mr. Herb Chaffee
replied, “No.”  Mr. Simon also mentioned to Mr. Herb Chaffee there are new rules regarding
new culverts crossing roads & crossing streams.



Mr. Neault made a motion to give Mr. Chaffee a negative impact.  Mr. Chaffee stated the work
needs to be done.  So far there have been no complaints.  Where there’s edging they’ll (the
highway dept.) will put grass seed.  The Highway Dept. is replacing approximately 4,000’ (feet)
of pipe on side of the road.  Water will drain through basins.  The last basin will have a T in it to
catch debris.

Before we vote on this Mr. Cleveland will ask Cindy (Highway Dept) about exceptions.  Not sure
if this should have been conducted as a public hearing.

7:30 p.m. – Maurice O’Connell – CSX Transportation
Mr. Cleveland opened the Public Hearing which is being continued from March 15, 2011.

Mr. Cleveland began by suggesting to Mr. O’Connell that it would be helpful to remove ties,
shrubs, and clean up areas discussed during the site review.  Mr. O’Connell responded with the
work will be done and they are committed to this work.

Terry Anderson brought pictures of the area that is affecting her pasture.  There is a culvert 2’
(feet) deep 42” (inches) wide and it’s full of silt.  This is causing her horse pasture and the back
of Custom Pallets (lumber yard) to be flooded as well.

When Ms. Anderson had to clean out culvert it was because of railroad ties.  The fence is buried
under water.

Mr. O’Connell will have an engineer that deals with culverts take a look at it.  Mr. O’Connell will
keep in touch with Conservation Commission.

Mr. Simon stated in question form if the Quaboag back flooding the property every spring.  Ms.
Anderson replied, “No, because it never has before.”  When Quaboag drains water will receed.

There’s a tank in the water and this will be removed by Ms. Anderson.

Mr. O’Connell stated CSX will do maintenance clean up.

Mr. Simon brought up fence issue.  He asked, “Do you need a fence to keep horses in pasture?”
Ms. Anderson stated she puts up a temporary fence in winter.  Mr. Simon thinks Ms. Andersons
fence is on CSX property.  The existing fence right now has a pin where it comes from, so she’s
within her property limits.

Mr. Simon asked, “How are we going to write the amendment?”

Mr. Cleveland expressed he wants culvert cleaned.

Mr. Maurice O’Connell will determine ownership of the culvert.  Mr. Neault responded, “If it’s
on CSX property, isn’t it there’s?”



The Conservation Commission will incorporate amendment with original Order of Conditions.
Original Order of Conditions has been registered at Registry of Deeds; Book 46745, Page 74.
Ms. Foster gave Mr. Simon a copy.

Mr. Simon asked who would be writing up the amended order.  The amendment will state:  15’
(feet) from vegitated wetlands/100’ (feet) from culvert.  This will allow extending site for stone
storage.  We have a copy of amended maps in the file.

Mr. Cleveland asked if there were any more questions or comments about the matter at hand;
there were none.

Mr. Cleveland closed the Public Hearing at 8:10 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:
The members reviewed the Minutes of March 15, 2011.

Mr. William Neault made a motion to accept the Minutes.  Mr. Mike LaRocca 2nd the motion.
Kenneth Cleveland; Timothy Simon; Carrie Worthington; William Neault; and Mike LaRocca
voted in favor.

OTHER:
The Conservation Commission discussed the purchasing of a camera.  The ConComm thinks it
would be a good investment to purchase a camera in order to keep a visual record on file of site
reviews.  Mr. Cleveland requested the members input on different brands, what menu
functions were needed, and a maximum price to spend.

The members suggested the following brands:  Sony, Nikon, Cannon, and Kodak.
The menu functions are to be simple; nothing to extravagant or confusing.  The suggested
maximum price was $150.00 or less.

Mr. Neault made a motion to purchase a camera from suggested brands, menu functions, and
price.  Mr. Simon 2nd the motion.  Kenneth Cleveland; Mike LaRocca; Carrie Worthington;
William Neault; and Timothy Simon all voted in favor.

Mr. Timothy Simon made a motion to discuss chairmanship ideas.  Mr. Neault 2nd the motion.
Kenneth Cleveland; Mike LaRocca; Carrie Worthington; William Neault; and Timothy Simon all
voted in favor.

The Town has established a Solar Panel Committee and needs a Conservation Commission
Member to represent our Committee.  Mr. Neault volunteered to be the representative for the
Conservation Commisssion.

Chairmanship Suggestions:
 Leadership needs more participation.



This discussion was put on hold when Mr. O’Leary arrived at 8:40 p.m. and presented
ConComm members with issues that have come up.
 First Issue.  He has heard that Hayes (1st house on Lake Rd.) and Ross are tossing

woodchips into wetlands.  We need to check into this.
 Second Issue.  On Lower River St., neighbor is complaining about Ackerman.  The

complaint is he’s filling in wetlands with soil & sand.  Mr. Simon said we could go the
complaintant’s land and take a look.

 Third Issue.  There has been a complaint of some activity going on at Town Farm Road
(left hand side – South).  Questioning if it was work we approved for Mr. Richard
Chaffee at one of our previous meetings; it was not.  Mr. Richard Chaffee had
excavation project at 2 Mitchell Hill Rd. approved.

 Fourth Issue.  A site review needs to be done on Molasses Hill Rd.  There’s digging at
west end of road (down hill from knoll).  There could be a problem with wetlands being
affected.

The Conservation Commission continued with previous discussion regarding options for
chairmanship of this board.

Mr. Timothy Simon addressed Mr. John O’Leary with his concerns regarding the leadership of
the Conservation Commission.  They are:
 Paperwork.  There needs to be a consistent paperwork trail to follow all work involving

the Conservation Commission.  Ex: NOI’s, Certificate of Compliance, etc.
 Solar Panel Committee.  The Town has formed a Solar Panel Committee and has

requested the ConComm for their representative.  Mr. Simon mentioned he, Mr.
Cleveland, and Carrie Worthington had gone to the Town Hall for a Q & A meeting and
tour of the landfill where the Solar Panels will be installed.  To Mr. Simon’s
disappointment Mr. O’Leary wasn’t present.

 Site Visits.  There have been several site visits he (Mr. Simon) and Mr. Cleveland have
done with no participation from Mr. O’Leary.  We can’t depend on Mr. O’Leary to show
up.

 Mistakes.  It seems if Mr. Simon misses a meeting he has to undo mistakes.
 Change.  Personally he (Mr. Simon) would like to see a change in chairmanship.

Mr. Simon referenced his handbook and it states – Officers should have a one (1) year expired
term.

Mr. Cleveland and other members of committee agree on rotating chair but don’t want to lose
members.

Mr. Cleveland also mentioned we have a great committee.  The limited amount of members (3
being minimal & 7 being maximum) rotating the chairmanship every year could become an
issue.



Mr. Simon’s final statement regarding his concerns with chairmanship is discussion not always
needed and members go off topic.  For ex:  what happened at tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Simon asked who was going to volunteer to do the amendment to original Order of
Conditions regarding CSX Transportation (Quaboag St. Bridge).  Mr. O’Leary responded it seems
like Mr. Simon has situation in hand and should do the amendment.  Mr. Simon reluctantly
ageed to do the amendment.

Mr. Neault wanted to discuss Mr. O’Claire’s property on Quaboag St.  Mr. O’Claire is bound to
Order of Conditions and he’s not in compliance.  Mr. O’Claire needs to remove shed because
it’s not on Order of Conditions.  Also, there is construction debris visible.  Mr. Cleveland and Mr.
Simon were in agreement with Mr. Neault’s concerns.  Mr. Cleveland mentioned special
conditions were enforceable too.  Mr. O’Claire needs to include erosion control before he does
anything at the property in question.  He (Mr. O’Claire) has to meet with ConComm before
doing anything.  A site review is in order and will be scheduled within next week or so.  Pictures
will be taken and this matter will be on agenda for May 17, 2011 meeting.

Marshview Terrace.  Someone is throwing construction debris on rivers edge.  A site visit will be
scheduled.  We’ll see if there’s anything visible from road.

Mr. O’Leary brought up Mr. Richard Trifone.  Mr. Trifone isn’t sure what to do next.  He says the
engineer doesn’t understand the Order of Conditions.  Mr. Simon wants to invite Mr. Trifone
and engineer to one of our meetings and review Order of Conditions and clear up this matter.

Mr. Neault made a motion to end the meeting.  Mr. Simon 2nd the motion.  Kenneth Cleveland;
Mike LaRocca; Carrie Worthington; William Neault; Timothy Simon; and John O’Leary voted in
favor.

The meeting ended at 9:30 p.m.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 17, 2011, 7:30 p.m., at the Town Hall.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________________ ________________________________
Clerk (Printed Name) Clerk (Signature)


