
   TOWN OF BROOKFIELD, MA  
PUBLIC ACCESS AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the Meeting held Thursday, December 8, 2011, 7 pm 

at the Brookfield Elementary School Conference Room 
 
Members Attending: Sharon Mahoney (chair), Sarah Heller (clerk), Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, Adam 
Rundell. Members Absent: Gerald Johnson (Treasurer) 
 
Approval of Minutes – A motion was made by James to approve the minutes of October 27, 2011 as written. 
Adam seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Sharon Mahoney, Sarah Heller, Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, 
Adam Rundell. Voting against: None. Motion passed. 
 
Report of the Chair – Sharon presented her report.  See Dec 8, 2011 Report of the Chair. 
 
Programming and Studio Report –James presented his report. There was discussion about how to solve the 
problems with the studio’s present computer equipment, damaged by electrical surges during thunderstorms. The 
bulletin board PC has to be replaced. James is using his personal computer as a stopgap measure. The video 
programming PC is also damaged and has no ports to allowing importing files. James and Sharon visited Ware 
Community TV and saw a demo of the Edius software. James received a quote from George Dare of editHD to 
provide 2 computer configurations, one laptop and one desktop with the Edius software installed. 
 
A motion was made by Kathleen and seconded by Adam to authorize James to accept the two quotes provided by 
the firm editHD for a total cost of $9,100.00 (software, hardware, peripherals, 16 hours of onsite training and 
support sessions, and onsite delivery and setup with backup, and extended warranties). Voting in favor: Sharon 
Mahoney, Sarah Heller, Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, Adam Rundell. Voting against: None. Motion 
passed. 

 
A motion was made by Sarah and seconded by Sharon to hire an electrician to determine the problem with the 
electrical surges and fix the problem prior to installing any new equipment. Voting in favor: Sharon Mahoney, 
Sarah Heller, Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, Adam Rundell. Voting against: None. Motion passed. 
 
Phone at the studio – There was discussion about installing a landline at the studio. Sharon researched that 
Verizon has several options, ranging from $15.00 to $27.99 a month. Sarah agreed to investigate a voicemail only 
option. Our primary need is to allow people to leave announcements for the bulletin board without using email or 
going through the Selectmen’s office. 
 
Research Open FM Frequency for Brookfield – Based on interest expressed by the committee in establishing a 
low power FM radio station, Sharon researched getting an analysis done of open frequencies for our area. She 
located a service, Skywaves Consulting LLC, which will do the search for $175. 
 
A motion was made by Sarah and seconded by Adam to authorize Sharon to get the frequency search done for 
$175.  Voting in favor: Sharon Mahoney, Sarah Heller, Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, Adam Rundell. 
Voting against: None. Motion passed. 
 
Renew Alliance for Community Media Membership – A motion was made by Sarah and seconded by Kathleen 
to authorize Sharon renew our membership for one year for $100.  Voting in favor: Sharon Mahoney, Sarah 
Heller, Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, Adam Rundell. Voting against: None. Motion passed. 
 
Adjournment  – A motion was made by Adam and seconded by Kathleen to adjourn at 8:40 pm. Voting in favor: 
Sharon Mahoney, Sarah Heller, Kathleen Hosterman, James Sniffen, Adam Rundell. Voting against: None. 
Motion passed. 


