
Brookfield By-Law Committee
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday November 16, 2011

Members Present:
James Cooke – Chairman
Rudy Heller
Cindy Mundell
Mike Seery
Barbara Wilson

The meeting was called to order 6:31 p.m.

Rudy Heller moved to accept the minutes of Oct 19, 2011 with one correction, which was
the addition of the words “with a joint meeting with the Agricultural Commission.”
Motion seconded by Barbara Wilson. James Cooke, Rudy Heller,  Mike Seery and
Barbara Wilson voted to approve minutes with Cindy Mundell abstaining.

Mr. Heller moved and Mrs. Wilson seconded that each proposed change to the town
bylaws must be placed as a separate article on the town meeting warrant. The motion
passed unanimously.

Mr. Seery moved and Ms.Mundell seconded to strike the text in Chapter 2, Section 4 of
Town Bylaws and replace with the following text:

“The Board of Selectmen shall print and mail a copy of any annual or special town
meeting warrant to each household in town at least 10 days prior to the meeting
date. The selectmen shall also post an electronic version of the warrant on the town
website at the same time of the mailing.

The Board of Selectmen and Advisory Committee shall provide a detailed
explanation as to their support or disapproval of any warrant article. That
explanation shall be included in the warrant mailing to households.”

The By-Law Committee voted unanimously to bring this change to the annual town
meeting for its approval.

Seery moved and Wilson seconded the following motion to change Chapter 2, Section 1
of the Town Bylaws to now read:

“The Annual Town Election shall be held on the first Monday of May of each year.
The Annual Town meeting shall be held on the first Thursday of June each year
following the Annual Town Election in May.”



The motion to bring this change to the annual town meeting for approval passed
unanimously.

Mundell moved and Wilson seconded a motion to strike Chapter Two, Section 12 and
replace it with the following text:

“There shall be no limits on amendments to a motion.”

The motion to bring this change to the annual town meeting for approval passed
unanimously.

Seery moved, and Wilson seconded to create Chapter 2 Section 19 of the town bylaws,
that reads as follows:

“The Board of Selectmen must place on any annual town meeting warrant an article
submitted by 10 registered voters. The selectmen must place an article on any
special town meeting warrant submitted by 100 registered voters or 10 percent of
the town’s total number of registered voters, whichever quota is less at the time of
the petition.”

The motion to bring this change to the annual town meeting for approval passed
unanimously.

Seery moved and Wilson seconded a motion to create Chapter 2, Section 20 of the
bylaws that reads as follows:

“Any capital expenditure exceeding $25,000 shall be considered only at an annual
town meeting unless deemed an emergency expenditure for a special town meeting
by a vote of the Board of Selectmen.”

The motion to bring this change to the annual town meeting for approval passed
unanimously.

Mundell moved and Seery seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. Motion passed
unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael P. Seery
Secretary


