
Brookfield By-Law Committee
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday October 19, 2011

Members Present
James Cooke-Chairman
Rudy Heller
Barbara Wilson

The Meeting was called to order at 6:19 p.m.

Mr. Heller moved and Mrs. Wilson seconded a motion that the By-Law Committee
support Article 2 on Nov 19 town meeting, which call changing the Chapter V “Financial
Affairs” section of town bylaws to create a standing committee for capital planning.
Cooke, Heller and Wilson voted in favor of the motion.

Mike Seery joined the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

The committee discussed proposed changes to existing bylaws, including the date of the
annual meeting, quorum, amendments’ to motion on town meeting floor. No action taken.

Chapter 2, Section 1
Annual Town Meeting is the first Friday after the town election.
Questions:
James – should it be on a Thursday (more people would come, plus it could be adjourned
until Friday)
Mike – should it continue to be on Friday (people can sleep late on Saturday if the
meeting runs long)
Barbara – Town Hall closed on Fridays
Ken C – on Thursdays people want to leave fast, so faster meeting

Chapter 2, Section 5
Quorum is 30 people.
1948 – it was 20 people
1966, 1979, 1988 and 2011 – 30 people.
Question:
Should it be higher?



Chapter 2, Section 12
Maximum number of amendments allowed on a motion is 2.
Questions:
Should it be unlimited, Should we keep it at 2, should it be more than 2?

Chapter 2, Section 19 (new section)
Proposed by James Cooke, supported by Barbara Wilson.
Any appropriation of over X dollars (James says $25k) should be only at the Annual
Town Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m and re-opened with a joint meeting with the
Agricultural Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

James A. Cooke


