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Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting (Special #1 of 2)
August 2, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Special Meeting
Town Hall, Selectmen’s Office

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. O’Connell called the meeting to order at 8:35 am in the Selectmen’s office. Other
members present:  Rudy Heller. Stephen J. Comtois II was excused.

Camera Operator: None
Press: None
Public: Sheila Frangiamore, Brian Boyle

Agenda:
Municipal Health Insurance:

The purpose of this meeting was to review possible changes to the Town’s health
insurance so that costs and benefits offered comply with the new Group Insurance C
(GIC) laws of the Commonwealth.

Brookfield can modify its plan “up to the level of Tufts Navigator Plan”.  The
following were the rates of increase experienced by the Town since 2006:

FY 2006 – 207 0% increase
2007 – 2008 7%
2008 – 2009 2%
2009 – 2010 2%
2010 – 2011 2.5%
2011 – 2012 6.2%

Mr. Boyle told the Selectmen that he doesn’t think that the current Brookfield
plan is “sustainable” as the co-pays are “too low”.   He gave the Board a proposal which
would bring the 6.5% increase down to .5%.  He also said that our good rates and benefit
level was causing more people to join.

As Ms. Frangiamore had told the Board at a prior meeting, the three local unions
(two at the school, one at the Police) would have to ratify any changes made.

Mr. Boyle explained that some towns must go into the GIC plan but Brookfield is
not one; in fact, they would not accept Brookfield because we are already within 5% of
the rate and would be “better off on our own”.  He suggested the Town pursue changing
co-pays and deductibles.  He said increasing the co-pays and deductibles would cause the
premium to go down.



Page 2 of 2
Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting (Special #1 of 2)
August 2, 2011

Currently the co-pays prescriptions are:
Mail order prescriptions: $10 – 20 – 35 and they could be changed to $20 – 40 –

70.
Doctor and emergency room visits are $5 & 25 and could be doubled to $10 & 50

GIC co-pays are considerably higher and the benefit level is much less than that currently
offered to Brookfield employees.

The Town must:
1) Selectmen must decide what levels they want;
2) Get GIC approval;
3) MIIA representative will then make presentations to the Union

representatives;
4) If union reps approve; MIIA rep will make presentation to the retirees.

Mr. Heller moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 am, Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative
Assistant

Approved: _________________


