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Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
July 26, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Town Hall, Banquet Room
Tuesday, July 26, 2011 - 6:00 pm

Chairman Peter O’Connell called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and entertained a
motion to enter into Executive Session citing Exemption #3 (collective bargaining) and to
return to open session immediately thereafter; Mr. Heller so moved; Mr. Comtois
seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois voting aye; Mr. Heller voting aye; Mr. O’Connell
voting aye.

At approximately 7:08 pm, Mr. O’Connell called the Open Meeting back to order and led
the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Other members present:  Rudy Heller and Stephen
J. Comtois II.

Camera Operator: James Sniffen
Press: Karen Trainor, Mary Catherine Byszek, Ruth Lyon
Public: Patricia and James Correia, Sheila Frangiamore, Herbert Chaffee,

Kris Casucci, Celeste Leger, Linda and Gary Lincoln, Daniel
Leahy, Timothy Snyder, Sharon Mahoney, John David Holdcraft,
Michael Seery, Ronald Wassmer, William R. Simpson, Barbara
Wilson, Attorney Anthony Fernandes, Diane Chamberland, Roland
Gauthier, Robert and Donna Pomeroy, John and Betty Yuro,
Sandra Janes, Stephanie Perry, Jeanne Myers, Genevieve Monast,
Jean and Edward Gagne

Note: The minutes of this meeting reflect the order or the printed agenda NOT the order
of the actual meeting.

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS:
Mr. Comtois moved to approve and/or ratify the approval of the Expense and Payroll
Warrants as listed in the agenda; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

RATIFY EXPENSE WARRANT FOR 7/5/11: $130,616.55 and $9.31
RATIFY EXPENSE WARRANT FOR 7/6/11: $152,411.55
RATIFY EXPENSE WARRANT FOR 7/19/2011: $393,650.26
APPROVE PAYROLL WARRANT FOR 7/15/2011 and 6/30/2011: $8,357.36
APPROVE EXPENSE WARRANT FOR 7/22/11: $7,266.58
APPROVE EXPENSE WARRANT FOR 7/25/11: $37,539.43
APPROVE PAYROLL WARRANT FOR 7/26/11: $111,968.35

APPROVAL OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES:
Action will be taken on these minutes at the August 2nd meeting.
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MONTHLY REPORTS & MINUTES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. Heller moved to acknowledge receipt of the below-listed monthly reports and
minutes; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Town Hall Custodian:  June 2011 Conservation Commission: June 21, 2011

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mr. O’Connell read the announcements aloud.

Agenda:

1. 7:00 DISCUSSION OF MUNICIPAL HEALTH INSURANCE
W/TREASURER

Sheila Frangiamore, Treasurer, attended this meeting and reported on her
discussions with Brian Boyle, the town’s health insurance resource person
with MIIA.  Discussions centered on what Brookfield can do to lower its
health insurance costs and be in line with recent changes in the state laws.
She said that Tufts Navigator Plan is the template that the State is using
and we can modify our basic design up to Navigator’s and save about 5%
with some small tweaks.  She suggested changing the $5 co-pay to $10,
the out patient emergency co-pay from $25 to $50 and look at the drug
benefit plan for additional savings.  Ms. Frangiamore said that Tantasqua
Regional School District is leaning toward staying with MIIA and
suggested that the Insurance Advisory Committee review all options and
make their recommendations to the Selectmen.  It was agreed that Ms.
Frangiamore and Mr. Boyle will meet with the Selectmen at 8:30 am on
August 2nd to discuss this matter further.  According to the state law, Ms.
Frangiamore said that “the unions will drive what we do”.

2. 7:15 JOINT WITH PLANNING BOARD FOR APPOINTMENT OF NEW
MEMBER.

Daniel Leahy, Planning Board Chairman, Kris Casucci, Celeste Leger, and
Sharon Mahoney, all members of the Planning Board were present to fill a
Planning Board vacancy.  Since this is an elected position, it must be filled
jointly with the Selectmen.  Ms. Mahoney stated that the vacancy was a
result of Mr. Clifford Fontaine moving from town and that he had been a
valuable member of their committee, one that will be missed.

There was only one applicant and that was Mr. William R. Simpson, who
recently was Chairman of the Open Space and Master Plan Committee.

Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to appoint William R. Simpson as a
member of the Planning Board to serve until the 2012 Annual Town
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Election; Mr. Leahy so moved; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted with all
members of the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen voting in
favor of the appointment.

3. 7:30 JOINT WITH BOARD OF HEALTH AND REPRESENTATIVES
OF WAGON WHEEL MOBILE HOME PARK TO DISCUSS
POSSIBLE FUNDING THROUGH THE TOWN TO ADDRESS
SEPTIC ISSUES.

In attendance and representing Wagon Wheel were Attorney Anthony Fernandes,
Diane Chamberland, Office Clerk and residents Roland Gauthier, Robert and
Donna Pomeroy, John and Betty Yuro, Sandra Janes, Stephanie Perry, Jeanne
Myers, Genevieve Monast, Jean and Edward Gagne.

Representing the Board of Health was Daniel Leahy, Chairman and members
Michael Seery and Ronald Wassmer.

Mr. O’Connell explained that Wagon Wheel Park had come before the Selectmen
to request the Town’s assistance in acquiring a grant and a loan from the
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCE).  The purpose was
to help them acquire funding to address water and septic issues at the park and as
mandated by the State Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  He
further explained that the Town had placed an article on the Annual Town
Meeting warrant but when the warrant was reviewed by Town Counsel it was
removed as Counsel believed the Town had no authority to use public money for
private gain.  Since then Counsel had found an exception in the law that would
assist in the repair of the Park’s septic problems but not their water.  For the Town
to be able to help with the costs of repairs to the water system, it would need
special legislation.

Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to allow Attorney Fernandes and Ms.
Chamberland to speak on behalf of Wagon Wheel; Mr. Comtois so moved; Mr.
Heller seconded; so voted.

The exception to the law noted above would allow a partnership:
1) requires the local Board of Health to determine that there is a failed

septic that needs to be repaired;
2) Wagon Wheel must petition the Board of Health to make its findings,

and to exercise its authority under Title V.  The Park would then
propose a betterment agreement to the Board of Health for the repairs
and be responsible for whatever expenses the Board of Health would
incur in this process.  The Park would also have to lay out how they
would pay back the loan over a maximum 20 year period.  This must
also be approved by Town Meeting vote.
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Ms. Chamberland stated that the Park has 70 septic systems with two to three
mobile units per system.  She also said that the project must be completed by
2015 or they would face penalties.

Mr. Leahy told Ms. Chamberland and Mr. Fernandes that the Board of Health
would meet with them and they meet regularly the second Tuesday of each
month.  To aid in scheduling, Chairman O’Connell pointed out that the Board
expects to hold a Special Town Meeting in the fall, possibly November, and that
the next one will probably not be until May or June of 2014.

Attorney Fernandes expressed his and the Park’s appreciation for this meeting and
for taking their situation under consideration.

4. DISCUSSION OF QUABOAG RIVER BRIDGE PROJECT

Patricia and James Correia, owners of Whites Landing, were present for this
discussion.

Mr. O’Connell summarized the meeting at the Department of Transportation
(DOT) office in Worcester held on Monday, July 18th.  He said that he and Mr.
Heller attended.  Mr. Chaffee, Highway Superintendent, and Police Chief Michael
Blanchard were also in attendance.

Two design options were presented with one as “preferred”.  The new bridge will
be about 6 feet higher than the current bridge at its highest point.  The purpose of
this is to achieve 50 year and 100 year flood plain levels and to eliminate the
“dip” between this bridge and the bridge currently under reconstruction over the
CSX Railroad.  There would be a longer, single bridge span with improved boat
launching in the northeastern corner of the bridge.

Mr. O’Connell expressed some concerns:
1) One is that the bridge design is for a 40 miles per hour speed limit; it is felt

that this is excessive.
2) The Board is also concerned about the negative impact upon the business of

Whites Landing and on the abutting wetlands area.
3) The proposal intends to end the sidewalk in front of Whites Landing and a

cross walk would be needed.  This would be a dangerous location for this.  It
was felt that this should be extended or connect to a graded walkway.

4) The new boat landing doesn’t seem to include boat trailers but would be for
only canoe and kayaks.

5) The grade to Whites Landing is poor.
6) Does the design allow for water pipes?
7) Is there sufficient access for fishermen and boat navigation?

Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to recognize Patricia and James Correia and
allow them to speak; Mr. Comtois so moved; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.
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Mr. Correia stated that he had sent a letter to the project coordinator outlining
their concerns and had sent a copy to the Selectmen.  He was concerned that he
hasn’t had any contact from the State regarding this proposed project and
requested a site meeting.  His major concern is about the height of the bridge and
resulting slope that would possibly eliminate their parking lot.  He was also
concerned about the view and access to the river as well as their septic tank.  He
commented that these changes could put them out of business.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Correia thanked the Board for its concerns for their business.
Mr. O’Connell said this was their first notice of actions relative to the bridge and
they were unwilling to agree to anything at this point.

It was agreed that the Board would ask the project manager for a site meeting and
would invite the Correia’s, the Highway Superintendent and the Conservation
Commission.  Possible dates of August 6 or 8th or earlier were chosen with the
preferred time being 9:00 am.

This Board is not in favor of actions that discourage business.  Mr. Correia said
that he had requested a copy of the structural report on the bridge.  A copy of Mr.
Heller’s report of the July 18th meeting will be sent to Mr. Correia.

Mr. O’Connell will draft a letter to the project manager stating the Board’s
opinion and concerns.

5. PROUTY STREET ACTIONS: AUTHORIZE CMRPC TO CONDUCT
PHASE I ASSESSMENT; REVISED PURCHASE AND SALE,
QUITCLAIM DEED

Mr. Comtois moved to authorize the Board to sign the Quitclaim Deed for 3, 5, 7
Prouty Street as received from Town Counsel; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted
with Mr. Heller abstaining.

Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to accept the recommendation of the
engineering firm of Fuss & O’Neill to conduct a Phase I ESA through Central
Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission even with limited (or no physical)
access to the property and even if the results of the assessment can not change the
P&S Agreement; the Town shall complete the transaction for the sale of the
property regardless of the environmental issues that may or may not be identified;
Mr. Comtois so moved; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr. Heller
abstaining.  Megan DiPrete of CMRPC and David Foss of Fuss & O’Neill will be
notified of this vote.
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6. DISCUSS REVISED PUBLIC ACCESS POLICY

Mr. Heller read aloud Mr. O’Connell’s proposed revised Public Access Policy.
Following some discussion, the proposed public access policy was adopted as
amended; so moved by Mr. Comtois; seconded by Mr. Heller; so voted.

The primary change was to move the public access period of the Selectmen’s
agenda from the end of the meeting to the beginning.

7. REVISED CHARGE: MUNICIPAL FACILITIES PLANNING
COMMITTEE

Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to accept the changes to the revised
Municipal Facilities Planning Committee’s Charge; Mr. Comtois so moved; Mr.
Heller seconded; so voted.  A copy will be sent to each member of this committee
whose first meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 1st.

8. CHAPTER 90 REQUEST AND CDBG-R CLOSEOUT

Chairman O’Connell gave a summary of the meeting held in Boston with
representatives from DHCD and the Town of Brookfield (Bruce Clarke, Bill
Scanlan and Peter O’Connell).  The Town will need to come up with about
$16,000 as a result of the compromise and one source of these funds could be
Chapter 90.

The final invoice from Pioppi, contractors for the CDBG-R project on Common
and Lincoln Streets was received.  Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to sign the
request for payment for Pioppi in the amount of $3,199.99; Mr. Heller so moved;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

9. CONTINUE WITH APPOINTMENTS (HARBOR MASTER,
BROWNFIELD STEERING COMMITTEE, HIGHWAY OPERATOR,
ETC.)

Highway Operator 2:  This is a new position.  Highway Superintendent, Herbert
Chaffee, II, explained the process that he went through which included creating an
application form and newspaper advertisement which resulted in receiving five
applications of which three individuals were qualified.  Of those three, two were
currently employed and one was permanently laid off.  He recommended that the
Selectmen hire Edward Williams, Sr. who is a resident on Quaboag Street.  Mr.
Williams can begin work immediately, has plowed for the Town for the past five
years and has all of the licenses needed except the Hydraulics License.  Mr.
Chaffee explained that Mr. Williams had this license prior but let it lapse as he
wasn’t using it.  If hired, he has agreed to immediately apply but this process
could take up to six months or more.
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Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to appoint Mr. Edward Williams, Sr. as the
second Highway Operator on the condition that he passes the physical
examination and with a 90 day probationary period that included making
substantial progress toward getting the Hydraulics License; Mr. Heller so moved;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Harbor Master:  Mr. Douglas Blood of North Brookfield had requested that he be
appointed as Brookfield’s Harbor Master; the Selectmen had asked for a
recommendation from the Police and Fire Chiefs.   Recommendations were
received from the Chiefs to not make the appointment as they did not see the
need.  Mr. Comtois said that he had spoken with Mr. Blood and recommended to
him that he speak with the Police Chief.  The Board took no action on this
appointment.

Brownfield Steering Committee:  Mr. Heller moved to appoint Ronald Couture,
Herbert Chaffee, Bruce Clarke, Michael Dean and Donna Neylon as additional
members of this committee along with the designees from the various abutters;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  This committee’s term will end with the
conclusion of the Mill Street Brownfield project.

10. PUBLIC SAFETY BOAT - UPDATE

At a previous meeting, it was determined that the grantor had no objection to the
boat being called a Public Safety Boat or its use by departments other than the
Police Department.  The question arose if we had permission to loan the boat to
other public safety entities.  This will be resolved for the next meeting.

11. TOWN HALL ROOF (SLATE INSPECTION)

A proposal was received from Susan Knack-Brown from the engineering firm of
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger; the purpose was for an inspection of the roof.  Mr.
Comtois moved to approve the proposal and authorize the Chair to sign; Mr.
Heller seconded; so voted.  The proposal is for $250/hour with a not-to-exceed
amount of $1,500.  The inspection date will be coordinated so that Mr. Comtois
can be present.

12. INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENTS AND MMPA DUES:  OFFICE AND
CLEANING SUPPLIES & PERSONNEL

Individual members of the Personnel Board do not support paying dues to join the
MMPA (Massachusetts Municipal Personnel Association) so no action was taken
to pay these dues.

It was reported from the last Regional Selectmen’s group meeting that the Towns
of Warren, West Brookfield and North Brookfield will move ahead with the inter-
municipal agreement on personnel development of a personnel manual.  They are
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re-negotiating the cost which had been at $6,000 if four towns signed.  The
recently received DOR Financial Management Review recommended that we
have updated job descriptions so the Board considered joining the inter-municipal
group.

It was agreed that Mr. Heller would attempt to find a “point person”; Mr.
O’Connell will request another opinion from the Personnel Board.  Once the cost
is know, the Board will decide whether or not to ask for funding at the Fall
Special Town Meeting.

13. CEMETERY DEED - #296, LOT 37B, SECTION D

Mr. Heller moved to sign Cemetery Deed #296, Lot 37B, Section D sold to
Robert and Janice Wilson; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

14. PEER-TO-PEER GRANT APPLICATION

Mr. O’Connell reported that the application to DHCD for a grant for assistance in
developing financial policies had been sent in within the deadline.

Correspondence:
Unless otherwise noted, receipt was acknowledged and no other action taken for the
following pieces of correspondence.
15. LEGAL MEMORANDUMS – CHANGES TO MUNICIPAL HEALTH

INSURANCE & ENFORCEMENT OF MARIJUANA FINES
16. SEN. BREWER & REP. GOBI’S SUPPORT LETTER TO DHCD
17. SCRATCH TICKET BILL – TOWN OF OXFORD

Mr. Heller moved for authorization to write a letter in support of the Town of
Oxford and the scratch ticket bill; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr.
Comtois opposed.  Mr. Comtois stated that he felt this kind of action was better
taken by an initiative petition or administrative actions.

18. THANK YOU FOR APPOINTMENT – KOPELMAN & PAIGE
It was noted here that the workshop on the previous evening, given by Town
Counsel, was very productive.  A copy of the handout will be e-mailed to the
members of the Regional Selectmen’s group.

19. LETTER RE: MGL CHAPTER 115 – VETERANS’ AGENTS.

Public Access:
Barbara Wilson:  Mrs. Wilson asked to be on the agenda for the next evening
meeting for a discussion of how residents are notified of storms.  The Board will
contact the BEMA director and set up a discussion at either the second or
sixteenth of August.

John David Holdcraft:  Mr. Holdcraft informed the Selectmen that he will
continue to voice his opinion during public access as well as after meetings.
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ADJOURNMENT:

At 9:30 pm, Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting; Mr.
Heller so moved; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Approved: _________________


