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Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
July 12, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Town Hall, Banquet Room
Tuesday, July 12, 2011 - 6:00 pm

Chairman Peter O’Connell called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.  Other members present:  Rudy Heller and Stephen J. Comtois II.

Camera Operator: James Sniffen
Press: Karen Trainor, Jennifer Grybowski
Public: Barbara Wilson, Sharon Mahoney, Scott Garrand, John David

Holdcraft, William R. Simpson, Ross Ackerman, Jeanne Myers,
Linda Lincoln, Donald Faugno, Rose Carrier, James Milner

Note: The minutes of this meeting reflect the order or the printed agenda NOT the order
of the actual meeting.

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS:
Mr. Comtois moved to approve and/or ratify the approval of the Expense and Payroll
Warrants as listed in the agenda; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

Approve Expense Warrant dated 6/30/11: $90,582.08
Approve Payroll Warrant dated 7/12/11: $92,830.93
Approve Expense Warrant dated 7/13/11: $10,015.67

APPROVAL OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES:
It was agreed to defer the minutes until the July 28th meeting.

MONTHLY REPORTS & MINUTES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. Heller moved to acknowledge receipt of the below-listed monthly reports and
minutes; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Emergency Medical Service:  June 2011
Recreation Committee:  3/7/11; 3/21/11; 4/4/11; 5/6/11
Zoning Board of Appeals: 6/6/11

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mr. O’Connell read the announcements.

The following were additional announcements:
1) Selection of Preferred Bidder for Solar Farm: Mr. Heller announced that the
Solar Power Review Committee, along with William (Bill) Scanlan, Planner, created an
RFP (Request for Proposal) for a “solar farm” to be placed on the cap of the Transfer
Station.  Five companies responded; all plans were reviewed and EPG Solar of
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Washington, DC was chosen as the preferred vendor.  Mr. Heller gave much credit to
Timothy Roughan, a member of the committee who also happens to be responsible for
this same thing for his employer, National Grid.  It is expected that this project could
generate between one and one half to two million dollars in revenues for the Town over a
twenty-year period.  Revenues are expected in the form of savings in electrical costs,
lease payments and payments in lieu of taxes.  This has come at a minimal cost to the
Town; the cost of the consultant was $5,000 of which half came from a grant and the
other half from the Town.  At the recent Annual Town Meeting the voters gave the
Selectmen and the Board of Health joint authority over the capped landfill.  The next step
will be to negotiate the contract with EPG and Mr. Heller expects that the first savings
will come by the end of 2012.

The following press release was distributed:

Brookfield, MA, July 6, 2011. The Solar Project Review Committee was established by the Board of Selectmen and
charged with pursuing a renewable energy project consisting of constructing a solar photovoltaic array on the capped
Quaboag Street landfill.

The objectives of the project were: (a) reducing the Town’s reliance on fossil fuels by producing energy from a clean,
renewable resource, and thus reducing the Town’s carbon footprint, (b) being proactive as a Town by minimizing
greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change, and (c) producing cost savings to the Town in the ever-
increasing cost of electricity.

The Committee was charged with (a) producing an RFP (Request for Proposals) to solicit bids from private parties, (b)
subsequently recommending a preferred developer, and (c) assisting the Board of Selectmen in negotiating a Power
Purchase Agreement (PPA).

The Committee, comprised of ex officio consultant Bill Scanlan, and Brookfield residents Tim Roughan, Bruce Clarke,
Bill Neault, Dan Leahy and Rudy Heller, is pleased to announce that it has completed tasks (a) and (b) above. The
Committee has recommended that the Board of Selectmen enter into negotiations with EPG Solar of Washington, DC,
to enter into a PPA of at least 20 years duration (as authorized by the recent June 2011 Town Meeting). EPG Solar’s
proposal will produce nearly the entire amount of electricity the Town requires in its elementary school and municipal
facilities.

Negotiations to finalize the contract terms have already started (with the proposal). The Committee expects that this
project will generate revenues of over one million dollars during the life of the contract, and will require minimal
ongoing maintenance by the Town. These revenues will come from a stable and significantly reduced rate for the
Town’s electricity, payments in lieu of taxes, and payments for leasing the land to install the solar farm.

2) DHCD Funding Announcement: Donna Neylon, member of the CDBG
(Community Development Block Grant) Advisory Committee (CDBG AC) announced
that the Town had received notice from DHCD (Dept of Housing and Community
Development) regarding their two CDBG applications for the current fiscal year.  The
first grant application was with the Town of Ware as the lead town, along with Warren
and Hardwick.  This grant was awarded and will be administered by the Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission.  She explained that this grant is the housing rehabilitation and
adult education grant that many local residents had already received the benefit of in the
form of help with getting their GED or with the construction of a handicap ramp, new
roof, windows, furnace, etc. She stressed that this is a first-come, first-serve type of grant
and anyone interested should call 508-867-2930 x 10 and she will give them the
telephone number for Ms. Laurel Foley who will send them the application form.  The
other grant application, which was submitted by the CDBG Advisory Committee
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included much-needed repairs to the Housing Authority’s 2-unit dwelling on Hayden
avenue and various road/drainage work to the corner of Draper and High Street as well as
to Hyde and Hayden.  This grant was not received.  The CDBG AC will schedule a
meeting soon to determine what they will apply for in December of 2011.  Ms. Neylon
asked all those who were listening to please submit any ideas for projects to the
Selectmen’s office to be forwarded to the CDBG AC.

3) Prouty Street Purchase and Sale Agreement:  Mr. Comtois announced the
successful negotiation and signing of the Purchase and Sale Agreement for property
located at 3, 5, and 7 Prouty Street for $124,500.  He announced that the expected closing
date will be on or about August 12, 2011.  Mr. O’Connell thanked the voters of the
Annual Town Meeting for their approval of this purchase and thanked Mr. Comtois for
his leadership.  He noted that the acquisition of this property, which abuts the Town Hall
property, had been a part of every study done on the use of the Town Hall property over
the past several years.

The following press release was distributed:

Tuesday, July 12, 2011:

The Board of Selectmen is pleased to announce that they have this night signed the Purchase and Sale Agreement for
the purchase of property at 3, 5, and 7 Prouty Street, Brookfield to be purchased from Robert W. McKeon, Jr. and
Michele G. Gagne, Successor Trustees of McKeon Family Revocable Living Trust.

The purchase price for said premises is One Hundred Twenty-Four Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 dollars
($124,500.00).  It is expected that the closing on this sale will be on or about August 12, 2011.

The Town received permission from the voters of Brookfield at the Annual Town Meeting to purchase a small lot at 14
Central Street in addition to the three Prouty Street lots, but discovered that an existing offer by another buyer had been
made on that lot.  Selectman Stephen Comtois, who led the negotiations on behalf of the Town, was able to persuade
Mr. McKeon and Ms. Gagne to sell the 14 Central Street lot to the other buyers and to lower the purchase price for the
three Prouty Street lots.

A new Municipal Facilities Planning Committee is being formed that will make recommendations to the Board of
Selectmen for the best use of the combined Town Hall and Prouty Street properties to address such capital needs as a
permanent police station, improved municipal parking, access and egress for the Fire Department, a new septic system
for the municipal facilities in the Town Center, and a WRTA bus stop.

Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, Peter O’Connell, thanked Mr. Comtois for his leadership on this project and
noted that the acquisition of the Prouty Street properties had been a key recommendation of every facilities study
committee in the past two decades.  He thanked the voters at the Annual Town Meeting who overwhelmingly voted in
favor of the acquisition.

Agenda:
1. 6:00 pm DISCUSSION OF D.O.R. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

REVIEW REPORT AND SET DATE FOR FINANCIAL
TEAM MEETING FOR DISCUSSION OF SAME

The Selectmen began their first in-depth discussion of the Financial Management
Review Report from the Department of Revenue (DOR) by stating their
appreciation of all of the in-depth research and quality of the report done by
Melinda Ordway.  Mr. O’Connell will draft a thank you letter to Ms. Ordway.
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Mr. O’Connell said that the report touched on various areas of growth in
Brookfield and showed how Brookfield compared with the rest of the
Commonwealth.  In many places the auditor’s report was echoed.

Mr. Heller reminded everyone that this report had been requested by the Board of
Selectmen and the Board plans to use it as a tool for growth and improvement.

Following are some points/recommendations from the report:
a) The Town should have a Town Collector versus a Tax Collector and that
the Treasurer and Collector position be combined into one.  It was agreed that
there wasn’t much point in discussing this recommendation at this time as the
Town had just changed from an appointed Tax Collector to an elected Tax
Collector with a three year term.  It was agreed that the Town does need to have a
bonded assistant Tax Collector who can collect taxes but ideally this person
should also be fully-qualified to handle all duties of the Collector in the case of
sickness or resignation.  This will be discussed with the financial team.

b) By-Law Changes are needed to bring them up-to-date.  Mr. Heller moved
to send the By-Law Committee a copy of the report and ask for their proposal of
implementation; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

c) Budget and financial practices.  The report recommended a periodic
review of the auditor used.  No action was taken at this time.

d) Planning.  Mr. Comtois moved to send the Capital Improvement Planning
Committee (CIPC) a copy of the report and as for a timeline of their
recommendations; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

e) Develop a multi-year forecast – to be done by the Town Accountant.  Mr.
O’Connell felt that this should be done by the entire financial team not just the
Accountant.

f) Several changes needed to be addressed by the financial team so the Board
discussed holding a team meeting.  Mr. Heller moved to hold a Financial Team
meeting on Tuesday, August 2, 2011 at 9:30 am and to invite all members of the
financial team (Tax Collector, Treasurer, Town Accountant, Advisory Committee,
Board of Assessors); Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

g) Put certain information on the pay stubs.  Mr. O’Connell reported that the
new Treasurer already has this in the works and employees should be seeing this
information sometime within the next two or three pay periods.

h) Personnel Manual.  Mr. Comtois moved to forward this to the Personnel
Board and ask them for their recommendations on implementation; Mr. Heller
seconded; so voted.  Mr. Heller said that the Board should again consider the
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regional approach using Kopelman & Paige.  If the Board decided not to do that,
he volunteered to lead a group to draft the handbook.

i) Technology/networking software.  The report recommended links versus
actual forms on the Town’s webpage.

j) Integration of information.  Mr. Heller said that the Town should push to
integrate the financial team electronically either by the use of purchased or free
programs through the consortium.

2. 6:30 PM SCOTT GARRAND – MASS GEO CACHING AT LEWIS
FIELD

Mr. Scott Garrand was present to request permission to plant a “geo cache” on
Lewis Field.  He gave the Selectmen a handout to explain geo caching and stated
that he had already received the okay of the Police Chief, Fire Chief and the
Chairman of the Recreation Committee although their permissions were
contingent upon receiving the same from the Board of Selectmen.

After some discussion, Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to approve the request
to plant a geo cache at Lewis Field at a location to be approved by the Police
Chief and the Chairman of the Recreation Committee and with the condition that
the geo cachers leave the area as they find it or in better condition; Mr. Comtois
so moved; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

3. 6:45 PM WILLIAM R. SIMPSON – DISCUSS MASTER PLAN
IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE

Mr. Simpson gave the Selectmen a copy of the Open Space & Recreation/Master
Plan Committee’s draft thank you letter to be sent to all who helped in the process
of the creation of the Master Plan.  He also stated that the Plan is now complete
and approved by the Planning Board.  The committee voted to disband before
they had printed and distributes copies of the Plan.  The Selectmen’s office has
the master disc.

Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to dissolve the Open Space &
Recreation/Master Plan Committee and to transfer the authority to spend the
balance of their account, earmarked for Master Plan Implementation, to the Board
of Selectmen; Mr. Comtois so moved; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

It was agreed that the Board would first review the report and invite Mr. Simpson
back to discuss the priorities in the implementation.  All agreed that many parts of
the Plan have already been completed.

Mr. Heller said that he was very aware of the work done by this committee and
others; many are not even Brookfield residents, who have all worked very hard.
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He also mentioned that Carol Childress and others did much work in soliciting
donations; Mr. Simpson said that without this additional funding they would not
have had enough money to complete the project.

The Board unanimously thanked Mr. Simpson for his leadership on this
committee.

4. 7:15 PM JOINT APPOINTMENT WITH THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY

Two of the three Housing Authority members (Linda Lincoln and Jeanne Myers)
attended to vote with the Selectmen to fill a vacancy on their board caused when
the person elected refused the position.  Only one letter of interest was received
and that was from Ms. Holly Chisholm, a former member of the Authority.

Mr. Heller moved to appoint Holly Chisholm to the Housing Authority with a
term to expire at the 2012 Annual Town Election; Mr. Comtois seconded; so
voted.  The vote was unanimous by both the Housing Authority and the Board of
Selectmen.

5. 8:00 PM JOINT MEETING WITH THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
(PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF EQUIPMENT)

Mr. Donald Faugno and Mrs. Barbara Wilson, members of the Brookfield
Elementary School Committee were present for a joint meeting with the
Selectmen to discuss the purchase, installation and other aspects of the purchase
and use of certain snow removal equipment.

Mr. Faugno and Mr. O’Connell had drafted a partnership agreement for the use of
the small loader/snow blower and this was read aloud by Chairman O’Connell:

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BROOKFIELD
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COMMITTEE AND THE BROOKFIELD BOARD OF

SELECTMEN FOR THE USE OF THE SMALL LOADER/SNOWBLOWER

Recognizing their common interest in serving the children of Brookfield and recognizing that a
clear definition of actions to be taken by the parties involved in a partnership, the Brookfield
Board of Selectmen and the Brookfield Elementary School Committee agree to the following:

Upon the recommendation of the Highway Superintendent and with approval of the Advisory
Committee, the Board of Selectmen have approved the lease-purchase of a small loader using
Chapter 90 Highway funds.  The Highway Superintendent has now submitted that request to the
State for approval of the lease-purchase. If approved, the small loader will be purchased, stored,
and maintained by the Highway Department.

In turn, the Brookfield Elementary School Committee has agreed to use School Choice funds to
purchase attachments for the small loader, including a snow blower attachment to clear the Town
sidewalks, including the school sidewalks according to the procedures described below.  The
attachments will be stored at the Highway Department.
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The agreement on snow removal is as follows:

I. On days when there is snow and during hours when school is in session, the Highway
Department will plow, sand, and salt the school driveways as usual; the Elementary School
custodial staff will clear the school sidewalks using its own equipment.

II. On days when there is no school because of snow or during hours when school is not in
session, the Elementary School custodial staff will clear snow on the walkways from the school
doors to the sidewalk; the Highway Department will use the Small Loader/Sidewalk Snow Plow to
clear the sidewalks around the school and will plow, salt, and sand the driveways as usual.

Following some discussion where it was agreed that every eventuality could not
be covered in any agreement, Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion that each Board
would accept the Agreement with the understanding that both would monitor it.
Mr. Heller moved the Selectmen should approve the partnership; Mr. Comtois
seconded; so voted.  Mrs. Wilson moved to approve the partnership with the
understanding that it be adjusted as necessary; Mr. Faugno seconded; so voted.

Mr. Chaffee, Highway Superintendent, will coordinate the purchases once he has
his bids complete and purchases are made.  He will notify the school when they
should present their voucher for the purchase of the attachments for the loader.

Playground equipment:  Mr. O’Connell asked if there was any other joint matter
that should be discussed at this time.  Mr. Heller offered to act as liaison between
the school and the Highway Department regarding the re-installation of certain
playground equipment but Mr. Faugno said that their committee had already
resolved the matter.

6. CONTINUE WITH APPOINTMENTS (INSURANCE ADVISORY
COMMITTEE, CABLE ACCESS (NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE),
MUNICIPAL FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE):

CIPC (Capital Improvement Planning Committee):  Mr. O’Connell entertained a
motion to appoint Harrison (Archie) Achilles to the CIPC with a term to expire on
June 30, 2012; Mr. Heller so moved; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  This is a
re-appointment.

Brookfield Cable Advisory Committee:  The purpose of this committee is to work
with and assist the Board of Selectmen with negotiating a renewal contract with
Charter Communications.  Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to appoint Sharon
Mahoney and James Sniffen along with the members of the Board of Selectmen
to this committee, all with terms to expire on June 30, 2014; Mr. Heller so moved;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Harbor Master:  A request had been received from Mr. Douglas Blood to be
appointed to this position with his son Christopher to be his assistant.  It was
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agreed that before any action would be taken relative to this appointment, that the
Police and Fire Chiefs would be asked if there was a need for this appointment.

Municipal Facilities Planning Committee (MFPC):

Mr. O’Connell gave points of a proposed revised charge and it was agreed to
finalize the charge at the 7/26/11 meeting.  Those revisions included the
committee to have their recommendation to the Selectmen within one year or
sooner; and eliminated the charge that they would set a debt limit; minutes are to
be taken and turned over to the Selectmen routinely; define a contract for the
consultant; and define a need for a budget.

Twelve persons indicated their willingness to serve on this seven person
committee.  The following persons were appointed individually by Mr. Comtois’
motion and Mr. Heller’s second; so voted:

Donald Taft Roger Mundell, Jr.
William R. Simpson Bruce Clarke
Donald Faugno Jeanne Myers

The following was appointed by Mr. Heller’s motion and Mr. O’Connell’s second
and so voted unanimously:

Carol Plumb

Both John David Holdcraft and Linda Lincoln were nominated by Mr. Comtois
but neither nomination received a second.

It was agreed that Mr. Comtois would gather the group together to get them
started.  Mr. Heller moved that Mr. Comtois and Peter Martell would be non-
voting members and that William (Bill) Scanlan would be their consultant; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted.

Insurance Advisory Committee:  The majority of this committee is elected by
peers in various sections of the municipal employees; the only member chosen by
the Selectmen is the person who represents the retirees.  It was agreed to contact
the school to see who will represent the teachers and the school staff.  Once that
information is in hand, the Selectmen will formally appoint all members.

7. SET DATES FOR SELECTMEN’S MEETINGS FOR AUGUST &
SEPTEMBER

The following is the agreed-upon schedule (all meetings to be in the Town Hall
and to start at 6:30 pm):

August 16th and 30th and September 13th and 27th (August 2nd only if needed)



Page 9 of 15
Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
July 12, 2011

8. PUBLIC ACCESS POLICY & PROCEDURES

Mr. O’Connell submitted a revised draft policy and it was agreed that this would
be discussed at the July 28th meeting.  Mr. Comtois said that he would like public
access at the beginning and end of the meeting; that he is “not a fan of timing
speakers but sees that the Chairman can limit speakers”.

9. PROUTY STREET PROPERTY ACQUISITION AND FOLLOW-UP

See announcement and press release at the beginning of these minutes.  Mr.
Comtois will check with the inspectors regarding any uncompleted projects on the
dwelling but all other follow-up (i.e. debris and maintenance) will wait until after
the closing on the property.

10. FOLLOW-UP FROM THE ANNUAL AND SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

This was passed over.

11. PETITION TO MAKE LOWER RIVER STREET A DEAD END STREET

James Milner and Ross Ackerman, both signers of the petition and residents of
Lower River Street, were present to defend their request which was to close of
Lower River Street at the southerly end and make their street a dead end.  They
also requested that the Route 148 sign be moved from the intersection of River
(a/k/a Route 148) and Lower River Streets about 50 feet north, toward the
Common and that it be replaced with a ‘Dead End” sign.  They said that since the
road has been closed off by ET&L who is doing the CRX bridge reconstruction,
everyone has felt safer.  They explained how the southern intersection with River,
Mill, Pleasant and Fiskdale Road is very dangerous and will be more so once the
bridge reconstruction is completed.  All residents of Lower River Street have
signed the petition except one resident who, it was explained, is a “snow bird” and
is currently living at her other residence.  Mr. Milner also explained that his
employer, Mr. Simpson of Smokestack Lightening and who lives and operates his
business at this intersection is not in favor of the change.

Mr. Heller said that he is against the change if it will negatively impact Mr.
Simpson’s business and no alternative is offered.

The Selectmen do not know the rules for making a change to a dead end or a one-
way street and will find out from the Highway Superintendent what needs to be
done should the change be approved.  The question of how a dead end would
affect the work of the Highway Department would also be addressed.  It was
believed that an additional crosswalk from Lower River to Mill and then to
Pleasant Street would be needed.
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The Board also agreed to ask the Highway Superintendent to temporarily move
the Route 148 sign closer to the Town Common as requested in the petition.

This matter will go on the July 28th agenda for further discussion.

12. PUBLIC SAFETY BOAT USE BY OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES –
LIABILITY ISSUES

Our insurance agent has advised the Town that if they loan the public safety boat
out, they must “add Brookfield as an additional named insured and loss payee.
The loss payee provision will direct all payments for damages to Brookfield and
not the town to whom the boat is loaned.”  The Board addressed the question of
who should give the authority for the boat to be loaned out; Mr. Comtois was in
favor of this being by vote of the Selectmen but Mr. O’Connell wanted to
delegate the approval to the Police and Fire Chiefs.

Mr. Heller moved to permit the Fire Chief and the Police Chief jointly to decide
upon the use of Brookfield’s Public Safety Boat with the provision that the
borrower name Brookfield as the insured and loss payee and direct all payments
for damages to Brookfield not the town to whom the boat is loaned; said policy to
be reviewed in one year; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois
voting against the motion.

13. MUNICIPAL RELIEF TRANSFERS OR OTHER FY 11 BUDGET
MATTERS

There were none so this was passed over.

14. REPORT ON OUTCOME OF MEETING WITH DHCD

Mr. O’Connell reported that he, Bruce Clarke and William Scanlan had attended a
meting in Boston with representatives of the DHCD (Department of Housing and
Community Development) in an attempt to resolve the matter of the last change
order replacing bituminous curbing for granite curbing.  This meeting was also
attended by Kate Cohen of Senator Stephen Brewer’s office and Stuart
Loosemore of Representative Anne Gobi’s office.  Mr. O’Connell reported that
the Town had tried for four months to set up this meeting and it only came about
with the assistance of the Senator and Representative’s offices.

DHCD members said that the grant was “not to exceed $661,100” for Common
and Lincoln Streets (including Lincoln Street Extension).  The CDBG AC
followed all past practices and the guidance of the Grant Administrator and the
Engineer but were surprised when their final Change Order was denied by the
DHCD.  This represented about $35,000 that the DHCD was not willing to
reimburse, hence the purpose of the meeting.
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At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. O’Connell said, Brookfield proposed a
compromise which would evenly divide the approximate original price of $35,000
to approximately $16,000.  He then asked the Board to make this offer official
and authorize him to send such a letter to the DHCD.  Mr. Heller so moved; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted.

15. DISCUSSION OF GRANT PROPOSALS SUBMITTED

See Grant Announcement at the beginning of the meeting.  Notice was received of
a FY 2012 DHCD grant informational meeting to be held on Friday, July 22nd in
Worcester.  Mr. Heller moved to authorize Donna Neylon to attend in order to
represent the CDBG AC and the Town and submit reimbursement for expenses;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  It was agreed that this meeting was important
because there will be discussion of proposed new rules including one that doesn’t
allow a town to apply for a grant the year following receipt of one.  It is uncertain
if this would include the grants that we file jointly with Ware, Hardwick and
Warren.

16. SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS PROCESS

See Solar Farm announcement at the beginning of the meeting.

17. PUBLIC PROTECTION CLASSIFICATION (PPC) SURVEY RESULTS

Correspondence was received from a company named ISO which had
ranked/classified Brookfield as a 5 out of 9 based on fire suppression services.
This report will be sent to the Fire Chief and the Water Superintendent for their
recommendations of possible actions toward improving the town’s ranking.  This
will be placed on an August agenda.

18. ON-LINE PAYMENTS FOR TOWN BILLS

Mr. Heller reported that he had met with the Treasurer and Tax Collector and a
representative of a company (Unibank) that would initiate this system for the
payment of all town tax bills and would include dog licenses, etc.  Through
Unibank, there is a “stiff” charge for paying these bills via a credit card but less
by an e-check.  Although many towns use Unibank, there are other companies;
Mr. Heller will continue to research this issue without the Treasurer and Tax
Collector and make a report for the Selectmen and the financial team.
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20. CORRESPONDENCE FROM JAN & BOB WILSON ON THE
MAINTENANCE OF THE PAVED SECTION OF EAST MAIN STREET
AND ALSO THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK OF THE BOARD
OF SELECTMEN

Mr. O’Connell read a thank you note from the Wilson’s for the work of the Board
of Selectmen and read their letter requesting maintenance and police patrolling of
the paved portion of East Main Street; they do not want to see the dirt section
paved.

It was agreed to inform the Police Chief of the reported speeding on this road and
to ask the Highway Superintendent where this road is on his schedule.  Noting
that the new Highway Operator could be on board by the middle to end of August,
the Board will also ask the Highway Superintendent how the additional staff
member will show up in the condition of the roads.

21. THE QUESTION OF WHETHER TO CONTINUE EAP COVERAGE
WITH CURRENT PROVIDER VERSUS THE NEW PROVIDER

This was passed over.

These items represent matters that came up after the agenda was posted.
Other:
21. MILL STREET BOROWNFIELD CONSENT ORDER – THIRD AMEND-

MENT

This document extends from June 30th to August 31st the deadline for submission
of the Phase IV Brownfield plan for the Mill Street project.  Mr. Heller moved to
approve and sign the document; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Since the last phases of this project are currently being advertised, the Selectmen
agreed to make the appointments to the Brownfield Steering Committee at their
July 28th meeting.

22. QUABOAG 350TH MATERIAL

Correspondence was received from Donald Faugno, Chairman of the Quaboag
350th Committee.  Mr. Faugno asked the Selectmen to transfer certain materials
(magnets, bunting, etc.) under his former committee to the Historical
Commission.  Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to transfer these materials to
the Historical Commission upon the agreement of the Historical Commission; Mr.
Comtois so moved; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.
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23. SAW MILL POND DAM RESPONSE LETTER

Mr. Heller submitted his finalized letter for the Chairman to sign.  It has already
been approved by the Highway Superintendent and members of the Conservation
Commission.

23. LETTER FROM MR. ALAN D. ZEDROGA

Correspondence was received from Mr. Zedroga who complained about property
across the road from the Elementary School that “looks like a trash holding area.”
He also complained of a “sign that disparages local officials of the town” and
asked for some action.

Regarding the sign, Mr. Comtois noted that Town Counsel had given an opinion
previously and that it is within the owner’s Constitutional rights.

The letter will be forwarded to the Zoning Enforcement Officer in case there
should be some zoning or permit violation and Mr. O’Connell will write to Mr.
Zedroga to acknowledge his letter.

24. POLICE UNION CONTRACT

Mr. O’Connell announced that the first draft of the proposed new contract with
the police association/union has been received and he asked the Board to set a
date for the first discussion.  It was agreed that this would be at the July 26 th

meeting and would be an Executive Session beginning at 6:00 pm.  Town Counsel
will be brought into the negotiating process after the Selectmen have reviewed the
contract and before it is given to the Union.  The rest of the agenda for 7/26 will
begin at or about 7:15 pm.

25. WAGON WHEEL SEPTIC LOAN

Mr. O’Connell reported having received a telephone call earlier this day from
Town Counsel reporting that they had found an exemption to the general rule that
could make it legal for the Town to borrow money on behalf of a private
enterprise.  Previously, Wagon Wheel had asked the Selectmen to consider such a
loan on their behalf but Counsel had advised that it legally could not be done.
Counsel’s research came at no cost to the Town.

All agreed to Mr. O’Connell’s suggestion of  inviting representatives of Wagon
Wheel to meet with the Board of Selectmen at 7:30 on July 26th.
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Public Access:
Barbara Wilson commented that it seemed to her that it didn’t matter the
qualifications a person has (regarding appointments) and said that “it takes two to
keep a war going and two to keep a discussion going”.  She encouraged the
Selectmen to work together with people “who can lend some expertise.”

Linda Lincoln began her comments with a complaint against one of the
Selectmen.  After Chairman O’Connell reminded her of the Open Meeting Law
and asked for complaints against a specific person be in writing, she continued her
comments without names.  She objected to not having been appointed to either the
By-Law Committee or the Municipal Facilities Planning Committee.

Ross Ackerman had several comments: (1) Disagreed with “policy and
performance” of the Selectmen especially relating to not allowing public access
during the meeting (2) disagreed with appointments being made (3) the sign
(mentioned in Mr. Zedroga’s letter) has First Amendment rights (4) there is junk
on many of the streets and cited a couch in particular located on Central Street (5)
the former Police Boat (now Public Safety Boat) was purchased with grant money
for the Police Department; he suggested that the Town could loose the boat if the
grant requirements weren’t met. (6) He suggested giving some of the 350th

materials to the Town Clerk who could pass them out to new residents. (7) The
last time he watched the public access channel (a month or so ago) he noted
problems with the volume and picture; he wants to see the committee get the
equipment that they deserve.

At this time, Mr. O’Connell said that John David Holdcraft had indicated on the
sign up sheet that he wanted to speak.  Mr. O’Connell said that because Mr.
Holdcraft had not acknowledged the Chair at least three times during the previous
meeting; he was not going to be allowed to speak until he recognized the authority
of the Chair.  Chairman O’Connell said that he would receive criticism if it would
be in a civil and constructive matter.

Mr. Comtois suggested re-addressing the boat issue due to Mr. Ackerman’s
information.  All agreed that this should be researched further and re-voted, if
necessary.  Mr. Comtois also noted that he believed the Chair’s actions to be
inappropriate in regards to disallowing Mr. Holdcraft’s ability to address the
Board.  Chairman O’Connell so noted.  Mr. Heller read MGL Chapter 39 section
23c which addresses conduct at a public meeting and gave Mr. Holdcraft a copy.
Without reading it, Mr. Holdcraft wadded it up and threw it back.  Mr. O’Connell
further stated that he cannot recognize someone to speak who doesn’t recognize
the authority of a chair in a civil and constructive discussion.  Mr. Comtois agreed
with the authority of the Chair.
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ADJOURNMENT:

At 9:27 pm, Mr. Heller moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Comtois
seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Approved: _________________


