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Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
July 6, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Special Meeting
Town Hall, Selectmen’s Office

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Mr. O’Connell called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. Other members present:  Rudy
Heller and Stephen J. Comtois II. Mrs. Neylon was on vacation.

Camera Operator:     James Sniffen
Press: None
Public: Sharon Mahoney, Bill Scanlan, Clarence Snyder

Agenda:
1. Municipal Relief Transfer:  Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to approve a

request to transfer $509 from the Reserve Fund to the Fire Department Expense
Account to pay for repair to a fire engine involved in the tornado relief effort in
Brimfield.  Motion made by Mr. Comtois and seconded by Mr. Heller; so voted.

2. Appointments:
Advisory Committee: Mr. O’Connell asked the Board to acknowledge receipt of
Mr. Kermit Eaton’s letter declining appointment to the Advisory Committee made
at the last meeting.  Mr. Heller so moved, Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  Mr.
Heller moved to appoint Ms. Ana Afton to the Advisory Committee and Mr.
O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois opposed.
Cultural Council:  Mr. Comtois moved and Mr. Heller seconded to re-appoint the
following individuals to the Cultural Council:

Katherine Simpson for a term to expire June 30, 2013
Madelyn Swanson for a term to expire on June 30, 2014
Jennifer Cipro for a term to expire on June 30, 2012 and
John David Holdcraft for a term to expire on June 30, 2012

3. Solar Farm at the Transfer Station:  Mr. Heller reported that the committee was
interviewing finalists who had responded to the Town’s RFP and indicated that
the committee would have a recommendation at the next meeting. Mr. Heller
moved to accept the EPG Solar of 1101 30th Street NW Suite 500, Washington,
DC 20007  as recommended by the Solar committee and to enter into
negotiations; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  Mr. Heller will draft a letter to be
sent to the other bidders notifying them of the Town’s choice.

4. Phase I Assessments of Prouty Street and the Town Hall property:  Mr.
O’Connell indicated that Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Committee
was seeking authorization to conduct the Phase I environmental assessment at the
Town Hall property and at Prouty Street.  Mr. Comtois suggested that we should
wait until after the Town closes on the Prouty Street property, but suggested that
Mr. O’Connell talk with CMPRC to see if the two assessments might be
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combined since the intent is to combine the two properties.  Mr. Heller moved to
move ahead with the assessment of the Town Hall property and Mr. Comtois
seconded the motion; so voted.

5. Grant Proposals:  Mr. O’Connell presented information about the opportunity to
apply for a Peer-to-Peer grant in which a municipal official from another town
could be paid by DHCD for up to 30 hours of consulting ($1,000 maximum).
Only $10,000 has been budgeted and grant proposals will be funded on a first
come, first served basis.  Mr. O’Connell suggested that he write a proposal asking
for assistance on the development of financial policies and forecasting revenue
and expenses.  Mr. Heller so moved, seconded by Mr. Comtois; so voted.

Mr. Clarence Snyder was present to request Selectmen endorsement of a proposal
to the Greater Worcester Community Foundation to support outreach to the
community to inform citizens about the work of the recently-formed Agricultural
Commission. Mr. Heller moved to support the grant application, Mr. Comtois
seconded; so voted.

6. Public Safety Boat Use:  Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to ratify the Chair’s
decision to authorize the use of the Public Safety Boat by East Brookfield Harbor
Master Doug Blood for East and West Brookfields’ July 4th activities.  Mr.
Comtois moved and Mr. Heller seconded the motion; so voted.  There was
discussion of whether to have the Board of Selectmen approve all such uses or to
delegate that authority to the Chiefs of Fire and Police.  Mr. Comtois felt it should
be approved by the Selectmen.  No further action was taken.

7. Follow-up to the Special Town Meeting:  Mr. O’Connell reported that he had
failed to make the correct motion at the Special Town Meeting to transfer
approximately $83,000 from free cash to cover the cost of the snow and ice
deficit.  As a result, the unspent FY11 free cash flows into the FY12 free cash, but
voters will need to cover the remaining snow and ice deficit at the fall town
meeting before the tax rate is set. Mr. O’Connell noted that some monies should
be available since the state has agreed to send unspent end-of-year money back to
the cities and towns which should increase local aid by $30,000.  In addition,
FY11 local receipts are higher, so the DOR may approve a higher FY12 local
receipts estimate than was used in our budgeting.  We have saved $3,000 by pre-
paying our retirement assessment and it is possible that we may be able to reduce
certain FY12 budgets such as unemployment and the Mill Street Brownfield
account. The other alternative is to transfer funds from Stabilization and then
restore those funds in the Spring when free cash is certified.

8. Denial of Disability Claim: The Board received a letter from the Worcester
Retirement Board that it had denied Mr. Ackerman’s application for an accidental
disability retirement because the Board determined that the medical panel
certificate was flawed as it related to causation due to an incomplete examination
of the applicant.  Mr. Ackerman has fifteen days to appeal.
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9. Town Hall bathroom project:  The Board was informed by the architect
working on a design for a handicapped bathroom that she would be satisfied with
payment of $500 for work done to date, but would be happy to complete the
design at a later date.

10. Salt Bid:  Highway Superintendent Chaffee requested that the Board sign a Salt
Bid that included his interest in experimenting with a new approach to mixing a
de-icer with the sand.  The board agreed that this was the prerogative of the
Highway Superintendent.  Mr. Comtois moved to approve the bid, seconded by
Mr. Heller; so voted.

11. Prouty Street Purchase and Sale:  Mr. Heller recused himself from this
discussion.  Mr. Comtois reported that minor revisions had to be made in the
Purchase and Sale Agreement for Prouty Street and moved that he and Mr.
O’Connell sign the agreement.  Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

12. Special Use Permit:  A request was received from Worcester Bass Masters for a
fishing derby to be held from 8 am to 12 pm on July 30th ; Mr. Heller moved to
approve the application; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  A second request was
received from Bay State Anglers for a derby to be held on the same day from 4
pm to 12 midnight; Mr. Comtois moved to approve the application as long as the
police were informed; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

13. New policy from Town Clerk:  The Board received notice of a new policy of the
Town Clerk indicating that all motions must be submitted to him in writing one
week prior to the Annual Town Meeting.

Mr. Comtois moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 AM , Mr. Heller seconded. So voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter S. O’Connell, Chair

Approved: _________________


