
Page 1 of 2
Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
June 10, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Elementary School Classroom
Tuesday, June 10, 2011 - 5:30 pm

Chairman Peter O’Connell called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Other members
present:  Stephen J. Comtois II.  The meeting was held jointly with the Advisory
Committee.

Camera Operator: None
Press: None
Public: Advisory Committee members: Gerald Johnson, Robert Barnes,

Cindy Mundell, Paul Ayers, Roger Lafleur, Mary Beth Harrity, Ian
Von Hold, Louise (Betty) Benoit, Town Accountant and Patricia
Cantor, Esq., Town Counsel

Annual Town Meeting & Budget for Fiscal Year 2012:
1. Budget Error:  Chairman O’Connell told the Advisory Committee of the

mistake that did not include a needed $7,000 in a line item for the Fire
Department’s Asset Repair and Replacement Account.

Following some discussion, Chairman Johnson entertained a motion to
fund the Asset Repair and Replacement Account; Mr. Ayers so moved;
Mr. Lafleur seconded; so voted

Mr. O’Connell moved to fund this $7,000 by transferring from Free Cash;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

2. Stabilization and Reduce the Tax Rate:  Chairman O’Connell told the
Advisory Committee that the Selectmen had agreed to split evenly
between Stabilization and reducing the tax rate whatever “leftover” free
cash there was at the conclusion of the Annual Town Meeting.

Chairman Johnson entertained a motion from the Advisory Committee.
Mr. Ayers moved to do a 50-50 split of free cash between Stabilization
and reducing the tax rate; Mr. Lafleur seconded; so voted.

3. Purchase of property on Prouty Street:  Mr. Comtois advised everyone that
he had negotiated a purchase of price of $135,000 for 3, 5 & 7 Prouty
Street and 14 Central Street.  The property would be purchased “as is”
with the understanding that a Federal Grant was available for Phase I and
Phase II studies.

Mr. Ayers moved to approve the purchase of 3,5,7 Prouty Street and 14
Central Street at a cost of $135,000, funding to come from two
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Stabilization accounts; Mr. Lafleur seconded; the motion was declared
carried with Mr. Barnes abstaining and Ms. Mundell voting opposed.

4. Police Department Budget:  There was also some miscommunication
about the FY 2012 Police Overtime Budget and, as will be presented at
town meeting, could be short.  Mr. O’Connell said that Chief Blanchard
has agreed to let the matter go at this time as long as both the Selectmen
and the Advisory Committee realize that he may have to come back for
additional funding later in the year.  There was no formal vote on this but
everyone seemed in agreement.

5. Gift of 16 Hobbs Avenue property: Mr. Ayers moved and Mr. Lafleur
seconded to support the acceptance of the gift of 16 Hobbs Avenue (.28
acres); so voted.

6. Salary Increases:  Mr. O’Connell notified the Advisory Committee that he
had learned that there could be a move on the Town Meeting floor to
increase the salaries from the 1 ½% agreed upon by the Selectmen and the
Advisory Committee to 2%.  He had done calculations in case this should
be presented and passed.

Municipal Relief Transfer Request:
Mr. Ayers moved to approve the Police Department’s request for $1,000 for stipend
owed an officer for certification; Mr. Lafleur seconded; so voted.  The funding will come
from Police Part-time wages to Police Full-Time Wages.

ADJOURNMENT:

Mr. Comtois moved to adjourn at 5:50 pm; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.
Mr. Ayers moved to adjourn at 5:50 pm; Mr. Lafleur seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Approved: _________________


