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Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
May 31, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Town Hall, Banquet Room
Tuesday, May 31, 2011 - 6:30 pm

Chairman Peter O’Connell called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.  Other members present:  Stephen J. Comtois II.  Rudy Heller was
excused.

Camera Operator: There was no camera operator
Press: Jennifer Grybowski, Karen Trainor, Mary Catherine Byszek
Public: Barbara Wilson, John David Holdcraft, Philip Peirce, Linda Peirce,

Marlaine Burbank

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS:
Mr. Comtois moved to ratify the Expense Warrant of May 24, 2011 for $76,437.88; to
approve the Payroll Warrant of May 31, 2011 in the amount of $173,111.14; and to
approve the Expense Warrant of May 30, 2011 for $7,340.08 and the Wire Transfer of
the same date in the amount of $12.47; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

APPROVAL OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES:
There no minutes approved at this meeting.

MONTHLY REPORTS & MINUTES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. Comtois moved to acknowledge receipt of the below-listed monthly reports and
minutes; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

Banister Common/Mall Committee: 5/25/2011

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mr. O’Connell read the announcements which included the dates and times for the
Special Town Meeting and the Annual Town Meeting which will both be held on June
10, 2011 at the Elementary School.

Chairman O’Connell extended his compliments to the Cultural Council for another
excellent Memorial Day program.

The following is given in the same order as the posted agenda.

1. ASSESSOR INTERVIEWS/POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT

Mr. O’Connell read aloud the withdrawal of consideration for the proposed
appointment of Ms. Sheila Frangiamore to the Assessor vacancy.  This left only
one candidate, Ms. Marlaine Burbank.
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Chairman O’Connell asked Ms. Burbank to summarize her relevant experience.
Following some questions, Mr. O’Connell explained that state law about filling
the Assessor vacancy mandated a minimum of three votes, one from the
Assessors and two from the Selectmen for the successful candidate and he asked
for a motion.  Mr. Comtois moved to appoint Marlaine Burbank to the vacant seat
on the Board of Assessors, her term to begin immediately and to terminate on the
date of the next Annual Town Election in May 2012; Mr. Philip Peirce, Chairman
of the Assessors, seconded; so voted with Mr. Peirce voted aye; Mr. Comtois
voted aye; Mr. O’Connell voted aye.

Old Business:
2. FY 11 AND FY12 BUDGET DISCUSSIONS

Mr. O’Connell indicated that the most recent Senate budget would give
Brookfield about $8,000 more in state aid than the House budget; the majority of
this was in the state-owned land line item.

He further reported that the Town Accountant is working on getting together a
report on new local receipts and will have this for the Board’s next meeting.
About $37,000 is needed to cover some expected account overages.

The Board has heard from the Police and Highway with their expected turn-back
numbers and expects there will be significant funds coming back from the Board
of Health.

3. MUNICIPAL RELIEF TRANSFERS & RESERVE FUND REQUESTS

No requests for municipal relief transfers or reserve fund requests were received
for this meeting.

4. APPROVAL OF HIGHWAY REQUESTS FOR PURCHASES AND
REIMBURSEMENTS

The Highway had requested to use Chapter 90 funds for the purchase of a small
loader and for a truck body.  Both the Board of Selectmen and the Advisory
Committee have approved these requests which represent about $17,000 each
year for three years for the loader but the actual cost of the truck body will be
determined by advertised bidding.

5. SPECIAL AND ANNUAL TOWN MEETING PREPARATIONS

Possible additional article for the Annual Town Meeting Warrant:
Chairman O’Connell reviewed very recent correspondence from representatives
of the estate of Anne Balsiunas who had expected to see an article on the Annual
Town Meeting Warrant wherein the voters could vote to accept their gift of
property known as 16 Hobbs Avenue.  He explained that the property, which is
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currently in tax title, consists of .28 acres.  The estate has offered to pay up all
outstanding taxes and all legal fees relative to the transfer of the ownership to the
Town.  Acceptance of a gift of land requires a town meeting vote.

Advice from Town Counsel indicates that the Board can vote to re-open the
warrant; and then revise the warrant.  The revised warrant should indicate that it
has been revised and should replace the original posting.  This must be done
before the original posting deadline; therefore, should the Board vote to do this,
the warrant would need to be revised and reposted before the close of the workday
on Thursday, June 2, 2011.

It was determined that the Warrant Books have already been printed and their
delivery is expected Wednesday morning.

Mr. Comtois moved to revise and repost the warrant for the Annual Town
Meeting to include one additional article to accept the gift of the Balsiunas
property, but only if this can be accomplished at no expense to the Town, Mr.
O’Connell seconded; so voted.  Note:  by “no expense” Mr. Comtois meant
without having to re-print the Warrant Book.

Motions:
The Administrative Assistant will draft the motions and check with the relevant
departments.  Mr. O’Connell will check the sources of the money.  At the June 7 th

meeting, the Board will decide which of them will make each motion and who
will speak.

Special Presentation:
Mr. O’Connell indicated that he believed that Mr. Heller had completed the
necessary arrangements so that there would be a small presentation to two newly
designated Eagle Scouts (Joseph Gillmeister and Tyler Latour) and a photo
opportunity on the evening of June 10, 2011.  This will be done at the beginning
of the Annual Town Meeting and after the Special Town Meeting.

6. DISCUSSION OF DHCD MEETING PREPARATIONS

The Board of Selectmen and the Community Development Block Grant Advisory
Committee (CDBG AC) is continuing to work with Senator Stephen Brewer and
Representative Anne Gobi to secure a face-to-face meeting with Ms. Tina Brooks,
head of the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) to
debate their determination against the administration of the most recent grant
(Common and Lincoln Streets) which would require the town turning back
$35,000 to the state.  Mr. O’Connell reported having spoken with Mark
Siegenthaler, the project officer superintendent and has scheduled a meeting for
later this week with the grant administrator and various town officials.  At that
time, he expects to formulate a rebuttal to the state.
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7. TOWN HALL ROOF & ADA BARRIER REMOVAL PROJECT –
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS PROPOSALS

ADA (American with Disabilities Act):
Mr. Comtois reported having spoken with a representative of the State
Architectural Access Board.  He came away from that conversation with the
impression that the need to upgrade the building could be “grandfathered”; that
we could acquire the ADA’s permission to use the Great Hall/Theatre for a
specific event if we had a “good faith plan” in process.  Mr. O’Connell said that
this information was in direct conflict with information previously acquired.

It was agreed to ask the ADA to confirm their ruling, what the local consequences
would be if the Town didn’t abide by the ruling; what would be an alternative to
an elevator for making the second floor ADA accessible.

Town Hall Roof:
The Board reviewed the two alternative solutions to the roof repair.  Both
solutions include removing and replacing about 100 broken slates.  One alternate
also includes replacing the wire snow guards and snow fences (slate catchers)
around the building perimeter.  The other alternative would put snow fences and
snow guards only over the building entrances.  It was agreed that Mr. Comtois
would speak with the engineer, Susan Knack-Brown, and report back at the next
meeting.

Town Hall Bathroom Upgrade:
M.J. Haesche has been charged with creating bid-ready documents that would
make the current first floor bathroom handicapped accessible.   Ms. Neylon
reported that she has been in correspondence with Ms. Haesche and with Jeff
Taylor, the Building Inspector.  There may be some problem with the location of
the bathroom door and bearing walls in the current location.  There is the possible
option of re-locating the door in what is now the Building Inspector’s office, if
that wall is not also a bearing wall.  Mr. Taylor and Ms. Haesche are still working
this out but this could be a stumbling block to the upgrade.

Mr. Comtois felt that the upgrade of the building should not be done “piecemeal”.
He is in favor of forming a committee to formulate a plan/vision for the use of the
Town Hall.

It was agreed that, for the June 7th meeting, each of the Board members would
consider the next steps to keep/get momentum for the upgrade of the building,
create draft Charges for this purpose and consider what kind of committee they
are looking for.

Town Hall Clock:
Ms. Neylon reported that the clock has not worked now for several months and
wondered if the Board wanted to spend the money to get it fixed.  A member of
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the community has been contacted and he will evaluate the problems with the
clock; once this is done, the Board will consider repairs.

Town Hall Doors:
Ms. Neylon will speak with the contractor that Mr. Allen had acquired to repair
the front doors on the east end of the building and try to determine when they will
come and get a cost estimate for the project.

8. TOWN HALL HOURS

It was agreed to move this discussion to the June 7th meeting when there would be
a full Board.  Mr. Comtois is in favor or re-opening the building on Fridays
during the Summer.

9. BOARD’S PRIORITIES & ACTIVITIES

Mr. O’Connell briefly reviewed the priorities and it was agreed that this would be
discussed at the June 7th meeting when each member can choose to lead a specific
priority.

Master Plan:
Ms. Neylon announced having just received correspondence from the Planning
Board which indicated that they had accepted and approved the new Master Plan
for the community.

10. BROWNFIELD PROJECTS UPDATES AND MASS DEP ALL-
GRANTEES MEETING 6/15/11

G.L. Finney property, Post Road:
Phase I has been completed and the EPA has approved Phase II for soil sampling
of the site and neighboring sites.  Mr. O’Connell explained that both Phase I and
Phase II are being paid for by Federal grants administered by and through
CMRPC (Central Mass. Regional Planning Commission).  Following Phase II,
there will be a determination of the cost for the proper cleanup of the property at
which time, the owners may offer the property for sale and the prospective
purchasers would have full knowledge of the cost of the cleanup.  If there are no
buyers, the Town could take over the ownership and apply for a grant to continue
the clean up.

Town Hall:
CMRPC has granted the Board’s request for a Phase I assessment of the Town
Hall property.

Mill Street:
Ms. Neylon reported that she had drafted the Request for Proposals (RFP) with
the understanding that that the Phase IV report would be completed by AECOM
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(who had been hired under a previous DEP Brownfield grant) and this report
would be added to the RFP.  She had been waiting for this report and just learned
that it would not be coming.  She now is waiting for the DEP to schedule a
meeting with her to review the RFP before it can go out for bids.

The Board questioned how much money the Town has spent on the Mill Street
Brown field project and where it came from.  Ms. Neylon will forward the
information to them for their review.

11. SAW MILL POND DAM UPDATE

Fuss & O’Neill’s revised report has been received by the Town and by the Office
of Dam Safety.  At their next meeting, the Board expects to receive the status of
Mr. Heller’s letter to the Office of Dam Safety indicating the Town’s expected
actions and including what the Highway Department can do.

New Business:
12. VERIZON BILL SB 1687

It is understood that the purpose of this bill is to allow Verizon to NOT have to
involve themselves with communities to set up public access channels.
Brookfield currently deals with Charter; no action was taken at this time.

13. SOLAR PROJECT REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTIONS

The Solar Review Committee has asked the Selectmen for their feedback and
recommendations regarding the forms of revenue the Town could seek in the solar
contracts.  Mr. O’Connell explained that the options are the individual options
listed below or some combination of them:

The contractor would:
a) Provide the Town revenue in the form of lease payments; and/or
b) Allow the Town to sell “extra” power; and/or
c) Agree to pay the Town a personal property tax.

The Board agreed to ask the Solar Committee to check out how other sites have
handled this question and get back to the Selectmen with their recommendation(s)
and why they make the recommendation(s).

14. OFFICIALLY DISSOLVE TREASURER SCREENING COMMITTEE

Mr. Comtois moved to officially dissolve the Treasurer Screening Committee
now that the Board has appointed a Treasurer; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.
Mr. O’Connell will write the letter of appreciation to the Screening Committee
members for their excellent and efficient work.
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Correspondence and Communications:
15. WAGON WHEEL INQUIRY RE: CDBG

Ms. Diane Chamberland, representing the Board of Directors of Wagon Wheel
Co-op, contacted Mr. O’Connell after having received the Town Counsel’s
opinion that the Town could not legally assist the co-op with the DHCD loan.
She reported haven spoken with someone at USDA whose opinion differs from
Town Counsels.  The USDA representative said that the Town can use public
funds for a private entity.  Mr. O’Connell advised Ms. Chamberland to check
further and get back to the Board if she discovers a legal basis for the Town to
enter into a legal agreement with Wagon Wheel and DHCD as was previously
explored.

Public Access:
Mr. John David Holdcraft – As at the previous meeting, he spoke against the
Town’s use of the Chapter 90 funding for the purchase of equipment instead of
putting it all back into the roads.

Mr. O’Connell explained that there were two major factors in the process; the first
being that although the approval of the Chapter 90 capital expenses was legally
only mandated by the Selectmen and the Department of Transportation, the
Selectmen had added a step and that was the approval of the Advisory Committee
when purchasing equipment.  The second was that this year the Town had
acquired $500,000 in “STRAP” grant funding and all of this, plus about $100,000
in Chapter 90 funding was being put into the road project.  He said this would be
the year that the Town can afford to purchase the equipment from the Chapter 90
funding.  He further explained that the Town had been advised of the liability
involved in not keeping the sidewalks plowed and safe.

Mr. Holdcraft asked what the Town’s motive was for the Town getting involved
in the Brownfield cleanup of the G.L. Finney property.  He said that he knew
someone who had checked into the purchase of this property “a couple of years
ago” and that the cost of the clean up and clearing of the liens was so high that
“no one would pay that”.

Mr. O’Connell explained that the reason that the Board had for helping acquire
grants for the clean up of the G.L. Finney property was so that it could be put
back onto the tax rolls and he was surprised that someone would have the cost of
the clean up as the Town and CMRPC, who is administering the federal money,
was unaware of any amount.

Ms. Barbara Wilson reviewed her complaints of the previous meeting that she had
the impression that the sidewalk plow was to be purchased by vote of the
townspeople and was concerned to have learned that the Board planned to
purchase it from Chapter 90 funding.
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Mr. O’Connell said that he had checked with the Chairman of the School
Committee and learned that their vote did not include any contingencies and that
it was up to her, as a member of the School Committee, to bring this up with them
if she had any concerns.

Mr. Comtois said that he agreed with Mrs. Wilson but that the funding of the
Town’s share was voted by both the Selectmen and the Advisory Committee and
that the use of the equipment will serve the town better than the old equipment.

Mrs. Wilson asked how to go forward so that the Cultural Council (and other
groups) could use the Town Hall and School for various public events.

Mr. O’Connell reminded Mrs. Wilson that she should address the school’s policy
at a School Committee meeting and that this process should be started soon so
that it can be accomplished before the next Memorial Day.  He further stated that
the Board was going to ask for a legal determination regarding the use of the
second floor of the Town Hall.  It has always been the understanding of the Board
that the entire building can’t be used until certain changes are made.

Mr. O’Connell then advised both Mr. Holdcraft and Mrs. Wilson that these issues
had been addressed with them two meetings in a row and would not be discussed
further.

ADJOURNMENT:

At 8:25 pm, Mr. O’Connell entertained a motion to enter into Executive
Session citing (and reading aloud) six (purchase, sale, etc. of real property)
and to return to open session for the sole purpose to adjourn; Mr. Comtois so
moved; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois voting aye; and
Mr. O'Connell voting aye.

Mr. Comtois moved to adjourn at 9:00 pm; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Approved: _________________


