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Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting
May 3, 2011

Town of Brookfield
Selectmen's Agenda

Town Hall, Banquet Room
Tuesday, May 3, 2011 -- 6:30 pm

The meeting began with the introduction of Stephen J. Comtois II who was elected to the
Board of Selectmen at the Annual Town Election of the day prior.  Other members
present:  Rudy Heller and Peter O’Connell. Ms. Neylon was excused to attend to
personal business. Chairman Heller then led the group with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Camera Operator: James Sniffen
Press: Jennifer Grybowski
Public: Barbara Wilson, John David Holdcraft

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS:
Mr. O'Connell moved to approve the Payroll Warrant of May 3, 2011 in the amount of
$166,961.61; Mr. Heller seconded; Mr. Comtois abstained; so voted.

APPROVAL OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES:
Mr. O’Connell moved to approve the Selectmen’s minutes of April 12, April 19 and two
sets of minutes from April 26, 2011; Mr. Heller seconded; Mr. Comtois abstained; so
voted.

MONTHLY REPORTS & MINUTES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. O’Connell moved to acknowledge receipt of the below-listed monthly reports and
minutes; Mr. Heller seconded; Mr. Comtois abstained; so voted.

Assessors minutes of: 1/20/10; 3/24/10; 3/31/10; 4/8/10; 4/14/10; 4/28/10; 5/5/10;
5/12/10; 5/26/10; 6/2/10; 6/16/10; 2/10/11; 2/17/11; 3/23/11 and the minutes of the
Banister Common/Mall Committee: 3/7/11

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mr. Heller read the announcements which included the dates and times for the Special
Town Meeting: and the Annual Town Meeting which will both be held on June 10, 2011
at the Elementary School.

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD/ & SCHEDULING OF SELECTMEN’S
MEETINGS, BUDGET HEARING AND DEPT. HEAD MEETING:
Mr. Heller moved to nominate Mr. O’Connell as the new Chairman of the Board; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted with Mr. O’Connell abstaining.  Mr. O’Connell then moved
to nominate Mr. Heller as the new Vice Chairman of the Board; Mr. Comtois seconded;
so voted with Mr. Heller abstaining.  Mr. Heller moved to nominate Mr. Comtois as the
new Clerk of the Board; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois abstaining.
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Mr. Heller moved to send a letter of appreciation to Mr. Allen for his exemplary
service to the community for the past six years as an elected Selectmen of the Town; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted.

Mr. O’Connell acknowledged receipt of a press release and photograph showing
the results of the clean-up of the Town Pound on Foster Hill Road. Mr. Heller moved to
send a letter of gratitude to the Ron Couture and the Historical Commission for all the
work on the Pound; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Mrs. Barbara Wilson was given permission to speak and she asked the Selectmen
to publicize the need for veterans and other marchers to participate in the May 30 th

Memorial Day Parade in Brookfield.  The Selectmen will ask for this to be added to the
website and to the public access television channel.

Mr. Comtois moved that a letter of appreciation be sent to Mrs. Lois Moores for
her service as Tax Collector; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

Old Business:
1. REPORTS/UPDATES RE:

FY 12 BUDGET & ARTICLE DISCUSSION, CONTINUED
The Board continued discussion of the FY 2012 from previous meetings and
the following were votes taken:

1) Following discussion, in recognition of her years of clerk experience at the
Water and Police Departments, Mr. Heller moved to increase the step of
Holly Chisholm in her positions of municipal clerk for the tax collector
and Board of Selectmen to step five and a rate of $12.15 per hour effective
with the next pay period; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr.
Comtois voting against the motion.

2) Mr. Comtois moved to approve the amount of $3,000 for the Consultant
line item (part of the Selectmen’s budget); Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

3) Mr. Heller moved; Mr. Comtois seconded and it was voted to level fund
the Accountant and Assessor Salary Line items.

4) Mr. Heller moved to remove the $1,000 for Tax Collector Certification
from the Tax Collector’s budget; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

7) Mr. Heller moved to submit a zero budget for FY 2012 for Treasurer and
Tax Collector Tax Title with $15,000 to be raised on the recap sheet
instead; so voted.

8) Mr. Heller moved in favor of a $500 Expense Account for the Banister
Common & Mall Committee; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr.
Comtois voting no.

9) There was discussion of returning an expense account to the Building
Inspector but it was agreed that Mr. Heller would talk with  the Inspector
and return to with a recommended amount.

10) The Board agreed to request that the Highway Superintendent attend the
Tuesday, May 10th morning meeting and discuss his labor account and
sidewalk expense accounts.

11) It was agreed to request that a representative(s) of the Cemetery
Commissioners attend a future meeting.
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12) Mr. Heller moved to send a letter to the Elementary School Committee to
request that they purchase attachment(s) for a snow-blowing tractor that
would be used to plow sidewalks and around the school, if requested; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted.  Mr. O’Connell will write the letter.

13) Permission was granted to allow Mrs. Barbara Wilson to speak to the
Board.  Mrs. Wilson, a member of the Elementary School Committee,
then told the board about a 2% raise that will be offered to the teachers at
the Elementary School (5% over three years). She was uncertain about the
raise percentage for the second and third years of the contract.  The Board
discussed whether to grant a raise to municipal employees, but deferred
the decision to the next meeting.

DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES AND PROJECTS:
A copy of the already-established Board priorities and projects was passed out
and the Board agreed to a discussion at their next evening meeting (5/17/11)

TOWN HALL ROOF & BARRIER REMOVAL PROJECT: Passed over.

SAW MILL POND DAM REPORT:
Mr. Heller reported that he had received correspondence from Mr. Chris Cullen of
Fuss & O’Neill, Inc. of West Springfield, the engineers that the Town had
contracted with regarding this project.  Mr. Cullen expressed his desire to
reconcile the report with the points that Mr. Heller had brought up in his
correspondence to Fuss & O’Neill.  Mr. Heller expects further contact from Mr.
Cullen and will keep the Board up-to-date.

TAX TITLE REPORTS FROM TREASURER & TAX COLLECTOR –
Mr. O’Connell asked the Board to continue the progress being made and
entertained a motion to allow Town Counsel to send letters informing those
individuals of tax title foreclosure moving forward; Mr. Heller so moved; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted. (Is this a Donna Do?)

Further, Mr. Comtois moved that Town Counsel be instructed to send the
foreclosure letters as “certified/return receipt”; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted. (Is
this a Donna Do?)

2. 2008 CDBG ARRA – CONTRACT AMENDMENT

A contract amendment was received relative to the 2008 Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) American Resource Recovery Act (ARRA)
which was the Common and Lincoln Street infrastructure improvement project
recently completed.

Since the Town was still trying unsuccessfully to get a meeting with Tina Brooks,
Undersecretary of DHCD in the Boston office to contest their recent change to the
documents which would require that the Town pay an additional $35,100, and had
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asked Senator Brewer and Representative Gobi to intercede on its behalf, Mr.
Heller moved to first follow-up with the Senator and Representative and to re-
consider the contract amendment at a later time; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

New Business:
3. PROPOSED POLICES FROM INSURANCE CARRIER

Ms. Neylon, Administrative Assistant, recently had a meeting with a
representative of the Town’s Workers’ Compensation Insurer, Trident, who asked
that the Board consider adopting various safety polices.  Mr. Heller moved that
these policies should be sent to Department Heads (Police, Fire, EMS, Highway)
in e-mail format for their comments and opinions before the Board takes action;
Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

4. CHARTER CONTRACT RENEWAL

The Town’s 10 year contract with Charter Communications is due to expire in
2014, but, according to contract, Charter may initiate the renewal negotiations at
this time.  Mr. Heller moved to create a new Local Cable Access Advisory
Committee for the purposes of contract negotiations and that he be authorized to
talk with prospective committee members to determine their willingness to serve;
Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois voting No.

5. BOTTLE BILL RESOLUTION

A draft resolution in favor of a “Bottle Bill” that is before the legislature was
received along with a letter requesting support by the Town of Brookfield.  Mr.
Comtois agreed to contact Senator Brewer’s and Representative Gobi’s offices for
their opinion and bring this information to the May 10th meeting of the Board.

6. BOARD’S REPRESENTATION TO CMPRC, QUABOAG VALLEY,
RURAL TRANSPORTATION, THE CASINO TASK FORCE, WRTA AND
ANY OTHER ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE REGIONAL
SERVICE

It was agreed to defer this subject to a future meeting.

7. VACATION EXTENSION REQUESTS

The Board received requests from thee employees for more time in which to use
their FY 2011 vacations. Given the Town’s policy and the number of employees
requesting to extend the use of their vacation time, the Board agreed that it needed
to do more to encourage employees to take time off. Mr. Heller moved to extend
the time that Donna Neylon, Holly Chisholm and Betty Benoit have to use their
FY 2011 accrued vacations until the end of the first quarter of FY 2012; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted.
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8. REQUEST TO USE BEACH AT SOUTH POND

Correspondence was received from Ed Keefe, Director and Molly McGuire,
Swim Lesson Supervisor for Tri-Community YMCA of Southbridge, MA
requesting use of the beach at South Pond again this summer.  They would have
about 50 children in lessons for two weeks.  The lessons would run from July 18,
2011 to July 29, 2011 and would take place from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm on Monday
through Friday.  Their lessons would “leave the East Brookfield side of the beach
open for public swimming”. Their letters indicated that they would have only
qualified instructors and a Life Guard on duty during that time that would handle
the entire beach area and sign ups would be through the YMCA.  Mr. Heller said
that he would check with the Recreation Committee to see if they had any
objections and the Administrative Assistant would be asked to check with the
insurance agent regarding liability.

9. MUNICIPAL RELIEF TRANSFERS

Mr. Heller moved to approve the municipal relief request for a total of $897.50
that reimburse various amounts to accounts of the Highway, Library and
Transfer Station; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  The amounts reflect sick time
buy back owed to Mr. James Hanson who recently retired from his positions with
these three departments.

Mr. Heller moved to approve a municipal relief transfer request of $400 that
would transfer from the Treasurer Wages Account to the Treasurer Clerk Wages
Account; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.  This amount would give Treasurer’s
Clerk, Lee Finney an additional six hours of time each week for the next month
and will help with the additional work load until a new Treasurer has been hired.

Mr. Heller moved to approve a request of the Advisory Committee for Reserve
Funds in the amount of $1750 to be used for Interim Treasurer Wages; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted.

It was agreed to include in a future agenda the subject of budgeting and
scheduling auditor assistance to the new Treasurer to address the auditors’ prior
recommendations related to cash reconciliation.

Correspondence:

Mr. O’Connell acknowledged receipt of the following pieces of correspondence,
requiring no action by the Board:

CMRPC – Technical Assistance and Invitation to the Legislative Breakfast
Legal Memorandum: Important Decision Clarifying Historic Curatorship Program
Lessee’s Tax Exemption Eligibility Pursuant to G.L. c 59, §2B
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Other:
10. WAGE AUTHORIZATION FORM

Mr. Heller moved to approve the Wage Authorization Form submitted by the
Highway Superintendent for new employee Jonathan Bemis, laborer at $10.00 per
hour; Mr. Comtois seconded.  The funding for this employee is already included
in the Highway budget.

At this time, the Board discussed future meetings and agreed to continue the schedule of
Tuesday Selectmen’s meetings alternating between 6:30 pm meeting start time one week
and 9:00 am start time the next.  Therefore, the next meeting of this Board will be on
Tuesday, May 10th at 9:00 am in the Selectmen’s office.

Public Access:
Mr. James Sniffen – Spoke in favor of forming a committee for contract renewal

negotiations with Charter Communications.
Mr. John David Holdcraft - Spoke about overworking/over-extension of all Town

employees.  He further gave criticism of the cable access committee’s work.  In rebuttal,
he was asked and agreed to submit a list of all of his issues regarding cable access; then
the Board will set up a joint meeting with the Local Cable Access Committee to address
his issues.

ADJOURNMENT:

At 9:50 pm, Mr. Heller moved to enter into Executive Session citing (and
reading aloud) exemptions two (to discuss strategy in preparation for
negotiations with non-union personnel or to conduct collective bargaining
session or contract negotiations with non-union personnel), three (discuss
strategy regarding collective bargaining) and six (purchase, sale, etc. of real
property) and to return to open session for the sole purpose to adjourn; Mr.
Comtois seconded; so voted with Mr. Comtois voting aye; Mr. Heller voting
aye and Mr. O'Connell voting aye.

Mr. Heller moved to adjourn at 10:55 pm; Mr. Comtois seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephen J. Comtois II, Clerk

Approved: _________________


