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Minutes of Board of Selectmen, Regular Meeting
April 12, 2011

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD

SELECTMEN’S MEETING
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MINUTES OF APRIL 12, 2011

REGULAR SESSION

Chairman Rudy Heller called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and led the group in the Pledge
of Allegiance.  Other members present:  James W. Allen and Peter O’Connell. Chairman
Heller then asked for a moment of silence for the recent passing of Herbert A. Chaffee, the
father of Brookfield’s Highway Superintendent, Herbert A. Chaffee, II.

Camera Operator: James Sniffen
Press: Jennifer Grybowski, Karen Trainor,
Public: Philip Peirce, John David Holdcraft

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS:
Mr. O'Connell moved to ratify the Payroll Warrant of April 5, 2011 for $165,316.53, the
Expense Warrant of the same date for $2,480.00, and to approve the Expense Warrant for
$56,952.91 and Real Estate Abatement for 2001 in the amount of $154.79 both for April 12,
2011;Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

APPROVAL OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES:
Mr. Allen moved to approve the Selectmen’s minutes of: 3/24/11; 3/29/11 and 4/5/11; Mr.
O'Connell seconded; so voted.

MONTHLY REPORTS & MINUTES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. Allen moved to acknowledge receipt of the below listed monthly reports and minutes;
Mr. O'Connell seconded; so voted.

EMS:  March 2011 Fire:  March 2011
Town Hall Custodian:  March 2011 Recreation Committee:  1/17/11; 3/7/11; 3/21/11
Tax Collector’s Receipts:  March 2011 Advisory Committee:  1/6/11; 3/3/11

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mr. Heller read the announcements, which included the schedule for the Annual Town
Election, and the date of the Annual Town Meeting.

Old Business
1. ACCIDENT UPDATE:

Mr. O'Connell reported having spoken with Police Chief Blanchard as a result of a
discussion during the last Board meeting when Mr. Allen suggested that the State
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Police, rather than the Brookfield Police investigate accidents involving another Town
department.  The Chief is very comfortable with the department policy to investigate
other departments; he will call in the State Police whenever they have any question or
to investigate a Police vehicle accident.  Mr. Heller stated that “our chief has a high
standard and the Board has full confidence in him.”

2. PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS CLERKS

The Board discussed whether newly hired clerks to these two boards should be paid
$15/hour, which was a higher rate than other, long-time clerks for the Town make.
The clerk for the ZBA cannot be paid until such time as the ZBA’s request for a
budget for the balance of this fiscal year from the Advisory Committee’s Reserve
Fund is approved.

After some discussion, Mr. O'Connell moved to approve the hiring of a clerk for the
Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals and that they be paid a stipend
rather than an hourly wage, said stipend to be established by the boards subject to the
budget amount appropriated at Annual Town Meeting or, in the case of the Zoning
Board of Appeals, the Advisory Committee; hiring to be effective retroactive to the
date of the vote of hiring by each board; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

3. BRUSH COLLECTION AT HERBERT ROAD

Mr. Heller announced the Highway Department will have the Town’s Herbert Road
property staffed from 8 am to 12 noon on Saturday, April 30 and May 7 so that
residents may bring leaves and brush for disposal.

4. INTER-MUNICIPAL HUMAN RESOURCE AGREEMENT

The regional Selectmen’s group is in the final stages of review of the draft inter-
municipal human resource agreement; the towns of West Brookfield, North Brookfield
and Brookfield are the three towns that are considering the agreement.  Mr. Heller
noted that Brookfield did not have a lead person with time to help draft job
descriptions, forms, etc.  Mr. O'Connell moved to direct the Administrative Assistant
to send a note to the Regional Selectmen’s group advising them that Brookfield will
not participate in the IMA for personnel at this time; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.
The next meeting of the Regional Selectmen’s group is scheduled for 6:00 pm on
April 21st in West Brookfield.  Neither Mr. Heller nor Mr. O'Connell will be able to
attend.  Mr. Allen indicated that he will try to attend.

5. TOWN HALL BATHROOM RENOVATION – ADA COMPLIANT

Ms. M.J. Haesche of Talevi & Haesche sent her estimate agreement for architectural
design plans for renovation of the current first-floor bathroom to make it ADA
(American with Disabilities Act) compliant.  She also included a sample of her work.



Page 3 of 6
Minutes of Board of Selectmen, Regular Meeting
April 12, 2011

Mr. Allen moved to contract with M.J. Haesche of Talevi & Haesche to develop plans
for the bathroom and to pay for the services from the Town Hall Improvement
Account; Mr. O'Connell seconded; so voted.

New Business:
6. ASSESSORS’ ARTICLES FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Mr. Philip Peirce, Chairman of the Board of Assessors, attended the meeting to
explain two articles that the Assessors recommend be placed on the June 10, 2011
Annual Town Meeting Warrant.

M.G.L. Chapter 5, Clause 56:  If accepted by voters, this clause would authorize
certain real estate exemptions for soldiers (Reservists and National Guard who are in
active duty overseas).  This clause must be voted every two years.  The Assessors
checked with the Veteran’s Agent and have determined that the maximum number
who could be eligible in any given year would be about 20.  As with Clause 57, the
Assessors are authorized to set up any other qualifying requirements necessary for
equality.  Although the Assessors would be authorized to exempt up to 100% of the
property taxes, they recommend a $500 maximum.  The Assessors are in favor of this
vote as they believe the community owes a debt of gratitude to the people who serve
their country overseas and should provide whatever help they can.  Mr. Peirce
explained that the estimated amount of the exemption/abatements (clause 56 & 57)
would be held separately in the Overlay Account.

Mr. O'Connell moved to include an article to adopt Clause 56 on the June 10, 2011
Annual Town Meeting Warrant; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

M.G.L. Chapter 5, Clause 57:  If accepted by voters, this clause authorizes certain
real estate exemptions for senior citizens aged 65 or older whose real estate payment
exceeds 10% of their total income; the credit would come off of their income taxes.
Eligible seniors must have already qualified for the State’s “circuit breaker credit” and
30 Brookfield seniors have already done so.  Local Assessors would be authorized to
exempt or abate up to the full amount of their credit or $970, but the Assessors will
recommend a $400 maximum.  He explained that “many of our elderly are “property
poor” and are hard-pressed to pay their taxes, heat their homes and buy groceries”.

Mr. O'Connell moved to include an article to adopt Clause 57 on the June 10, 2011
Annual Town Meeting Warrant; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

7. BROOKFIELD CITIZEN

Mr. Peirce, who has been the editor of The Citizen the Town’s only Brookfield
newspaper for the past 16 years, explained that he needs contributions to make up for
the loss of a $2,000 grant that they had received for a few years.  Mr. Heller expressed
the Board’s appreciation for Mr. Peirce’s work.  Donations may be mailed to The
Brookfield Citizen, P.O. Box 411, Brookfield, MA 01506.
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8. VOTE TO DISOLVE CERTAIN COMMITTEES

Town Hall Barrier Removal & Study Committee: The Selectmen agreed that a
Town Hall Barrier Removal Committee should be reconstituted in July with a new
charge.

Tourism Committee and Police Chief Search Committee:  Mr. Allen moved to
officially disband the Tourism Committee and the Police Chief Search Committee;
Mr. O'Connell seconded; so voted.

Quaboag 350th Anniversary Committee:  The Board deferred action until there is a
clarification of what to do with the balance of funds.  Mr. Allen suggested the merging
of all anniversary account balances into a generic Anniversary Committee account.  A
vote at the Annual Town Meeting may be needed to accomplish this.

9. RETIREMENT PARTY

The Board asked Ms. Neylon to organize a retirement party for both Lois Moores and
Jim Hanson; she told the Selectmen that Mrs. Moores did not want a party.  She
suggested instead that the employees dedicate a lunch time to honor these employees.
The Selectmen agreed and the date of Thursday, April 28th was agreed. Mr. Heller will
be away and expressed his regret that he will not be available to attend.

10. FORESTRY TRUCK

Under M.G.L. Chapter 44, Chapter 53A ½, the Selectmen may vote to accept gifts of
personal property from the Federal Government. Therefore, Mr. Heller entertained a
motion to accept the gifts of a forestry truck and a generator, to be housed at the Fire
Station; Mr. O'Connell so moved; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted with Mr. Allen
abstaining from the vote.

11. LETTER TO NANATOMQUA AND WAGON WHEEL MOBILE HOME
PARKS

Mr. Allen presented his draft letter to the two mobile home parks to remind the parks
that if they wanted an article on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant relative to a vote
to borrow money from the United States Department of Agriculture, Rural
Development (USDA RD), they needed to ask the Selectmen in writing.  Mr. Allen
letter was approved with the addition of a sentence mentioning that “An application
for funding through USDA RD would require Annual Town Meeting approval.”

12. SOLAR PERMITTING FEES

In response to a questions asked at the mandatory pre-bid meeting for the proposed
Transfer Station solar project to be located at the Transfer Station, and in view of the
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fact that neither the Building Inspector nor the Electrical Inspector had any objection,
Mr. O'Connell moved that, for this municipal solar project, no town permitting fees
would be charged; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.  Ms. Neylon was asked to convey
this information to all potential bidders.

Mr. Heller noted that a “right-to-site” by-law should be on the Annual Town Meeting
Warrant; he and Mr. William Scanlan, grant writer, will research the proper wording.

13. SIGN WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION

Mr. Heller read the warrant aloud.  Mr. Allen moved to sign the warrant; Mr.
O'Connell seconded; so voted.  Ms. Neylon will send the warrant to the Town Clerk
for posting.

14. ORIENTAL BITTERSWEET

Mr. Heller explained that one of the customers of the Tip Top Store which abuts the
Town Hall had spotted a very large (about 8 inches in diameter) Oriental Bittersweet
plant on the Town’s property and asked for permission to remove this plant which has
been designated by the Commonwealth as an “invasive species”.  Mr. Allen moved to
authorize the Oriental Bittersweet be cut down and that monitoring of the site continue
thereafter; Mr. O'Connell seconded; so voted.

Correspondence:
15. CHAPTER 90 REIMBURSEMENT

Official correspondence was received indicating that the Chapter 90 reimbursement
from the State would be $169,949.00, a 29% increase over the last fiscal year.

16. CITY OF MELROSE - INVITATION

An invitation was received from the City of Melrose asking for partners in a proposed
regionalization of technology services.  The Selectmen declined to participate.

17. LOCAL POLICE UNION CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS

A letter was received requesting the Town begin negotiations for a successor contract.
Mr. O'Connell said that he has Town Counsel all lined up to participate in this process
and has proposed a timeline to the Union requesting their first proposal by April 30 th.

18. INVITATION FROM GREATER WORCESTER COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

An invitation to attend the 36th annual meeting of the Greater Worcester Community
Foundation was received and reviewed.   This organization administers the Jeppson
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Grant, which has given grants to local groups for many years.  The meeting is
scheduled for May 17th but none of the Selectmen plan to attend.

19. INVITATION TO SELECTMEN AND VETERANS FOR MEMORIAL DAY
BREAKFAST

The eighth grade class at Tantasqua Junior High School is again sponsoring a
breakfast and ceremony to honor local veterans on May 27th with the breakfast at 8:00
am and the ceremony at 9:00 am.  The invitation will be sent to Mr. Stephen Comtois,
II, who will be the third Selectmen after the May 2nd Annual Town Election.

Public Access:
John David Holdcraft:   Mr. Holdcraft argued that the Board should be funding the renovation
of two bathrooms in the Town Hall and the “elevator should be outside”.

Mr. O'Connell explained that the Selectmen are not installing a new bathroom; they are
merely authorizing minor renovations.  A complete new bathroom is a dramatic change that
would require offices be done first and would need permission of the American Access Board
and the Town is not prepared to do that at this time.

ADJOURNMENT:

At about 8:03 pm, Mr. Heller entertained a motion to enter into Executive Session citing (and
reading aloud) exemption three (collective bargaining and litigation) and to return to open
session only to adjourn; Mr. O'Connell so moved; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted with Mr.
Allen voting aye; Mr. O'Connell voting aye; and Mr. Heller voting aye.

As there was no further business before the Board, Mr. O'Connell moved to adjourn at about
8:35 pm; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Date approved by Board: ________________


