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Minutes of Board of Selectmen, Regular Meeting
March 29, 2011

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD

SELECTMEN’S MEETING
TOWN HALL – BANQUET ROOM

MINUTES OF MARCH 29, 2011

REGULAR SESSION

Chairman Rudy Heller called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and led the group in the Pledge
of Allegiance.  Other members present: James W. Allen and Peter O’Connell

Camera Operator: James Sniffen
Press: Jennifer Grybowski, Karen Trainor, Mary Catherine Byszek
Public: John David Holdcraft

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS:
Mr. O'Connell moved to ratify the Payroll Warrant of March 22, 2011 for $171,782.30 and to
approve the Expense Warrant for $53,794.78, Prepaid Warrant of $2,195.00 and the Motor
Vehicle & Trailer Excise Abatement of $318.23 all dated March 29, 2011; Mr. Allen
seconded; so voted.

APPROVAL OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES:
Mr. Allen moved to approve the Selectmen’s minutes of: 3/15/11 and 3/22/11; Mr. O'Connell
seconded; so voted.

MONTHLY REPORTS & MINUTES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. Allen moved to acknowledge receipt of the below listed monthly reports and minutes;
Mr. O'Connell seconded; so voted.

Treasurer’s Cash Reconciliation: 11/30/2010
Conservation Commission: 2/15/2011
Planning Board: 3/2/2011

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mr. Heller read the announcements, which included the schedule for the Annual Town
Election, the date of the Annual Town Meeting, Brush Burning and the Winter Parking Ban

Note that these minutes more closely reflect the order of the AGENDA than the order they
were taken at the meeting.
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Old Business
1. REPORTS/UPDATES RE:

A. FISCAL YEAR 2012 BUDGET

The next budget review meeting will begin at 1:00 pm in the Selectmen’s
office on Tuesday, April 5th.

B. TOWN HALL ROOF & ADA BARRIER REMOVAL PROJECT

Roof Repairs:  Passed over.

Barrier Removal/Bathroom: Mr. Heller reported having forwarded the draft
sketch of proposed changes to the Town Hall main floor bathroom that would
make the bathroom handicap accessible to two local architects but he hasn’t
heard anything from them. Mr. O’Connell moved to authorize Mr. Allen to
pursue and obtain a formal design for the bathroom renovation as informally
sketched and if necessary to pay for the design from the Town hall
Improvement Account; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

C. SAW MILL POND DAM REPORT

Mr. Heller reviewed his draft letter to the Dam Safety office which would
make formal the Town’s request for an extension of time through the end of
April, 2011.  Mr. O’Connell moved to approve and send the letter; Mr. Allen
seconded; so voted.

The report also prepared by Mr. Heller to the report done by engineers Fuss &
O’Neill was also discussed.  Mr. Allen complimented Mr. Heller and said that
his job was thorough and showed extensive research.

The Board recommended that in a cover letter, he express the Town’s gratitude
for their thoroughness but suggest that he meet with representatives of Fuss &
O’Neill as soon as possible to review the Board’s requested changes.  Prior to
submitting the report to the Office of Dam Safety on April 30th, the Board will
need to write to the Dam Safety Office, explain that the Town wants to meet
their concerns but doesn’t have the money and see if they have financing
options or suggestions as to what can be eliminated from the project.

D. TAX TITLE REPORTS FROM TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR

Mr. O’Connell reported that certain reports that have been requested from the
Tax Collector still have not been received, apparently because she is working
on Excise Taxes instead.  Neither the Treasurer nor the Tax Collector has
provided the copies of their negotiated tax title payment plans.  Mr. O’Connell
is working with the Treasurer to create a report format for tax titles properties
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report that will show all taxes, interest, and fees owed to the town and can be
easily updated. He reported that he and Jim Dunbar are negotiating with one of
the larger delinquent tax payers.

To date, MMA, the company hired to assist the Treasurer and Tax Collector
with tax title collections, has collected $16,295 in back taxes plus interest and
on March 15 sent “intent-to-advertise” letters to additional delinquent
taxpayers. The next step is to advertise and do tax taking of this group which
shifts responsibility for collection to the Treasurer.

E. TREASURER’S JOB DESCRIPTION

The minor change to the job description was approved by the Chairman of the
Personnel Board and the job advertisement has been placed.  It will also be
placed on the list-serves of the Small Town Administrators of Massachusetts
(STAM) and the Massachusetts Treasurers and Collectors along with being
posted in the Town Hall, Post Office and Library.

The Treasurer Screening Committee as established at the March 22nd meeting
have posted their first meeting for 7:00 pm on March 29th in the Selectmen’s
office. Mr. O’Connell will Mr. Dunbar for any suggestions that could improve
the Treasurer’s department.

2. HIGHWAY ACCIDENT REPORT REVIEW

Chairman Heller read a press release relative to the accident on February 25 th with a
Highway plow truck at the CSX bridge construction site on Route 148/Fiskdale Road.
The press release reiterated that the formal investigations conducted showed that the
driver of the truck was not to blame.

Mr. Allen moved to accept the insurance company’s check of $18,862.69 which
represents the estimate to repair the vehicle minus the $1,000 deductible; with the
provision that there will be an adjustment at a later date if additional repairs are
necessary; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

Mr. Allen suggested a policy that would mandate that the State Police investigate
whenever there is an accident involving a municipal vehicle although he stated that he
was not at all concerned with the accuracy of the report of the local police.  Mr.
O’Connell will ask the Police Chief for his opinion of this proposed policy.

Other:
3. HIGHWAY MASSWORKS INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

Chairman Heller read a press release indicating that the Town had received the
$500,000 contract for the MassWorks infrastructure improvements project which will
include drainage and/or paving for parts of Town Farm, Rice Corner and Gay Roads.



Page 4 of 8
Minutes of Board of Selectmen, Regular Meeting
March 29, 2011

The Highway Superintendent can now purchase materials needed for this project
under bids obtained several weeks ago avoiding recent increases in prices.

New Business:
4. RESIGNATIONS & APPOINTMENTS

A. AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE:

Per recommendation of the group of individuals that have been meeting to
discuss the purpose and responsibilities of the committee, the following individuals
were unanimously appointed by Mr. Allen’s motion and Mr. O’Connell’s second:

Members:
Paul Benjamin – term will expire June 30, 2012
James Dolan – term to expire June 30, 2013
Ronald Starcher – term to expire June 30, 2013
Barbara Habelin – term to expire June 30, 2014
Clarence Snyder – term to expire June 30, 2014

Alternate Members (all terms expire June 30, 2012):
Donald Grimes
Kenneth Cleveland
Steve Novak
Donald Habelin
Mark Ledoux

B. CULTURAL COUNCIL:

A letter was received from William Simpson, Chairman of the Cultural
Council and from the applicants to appoint two new members to the Cultural
Council.

Mr. O’Connell moved to expand the membership of the Cultural Council to 12
(quorum of seven) and to appoint Eric Seeton and Sherry Seeton as members
of the Cultural Council with terms to expire on June 30, 2014; Mr. Allen
seconded; so voted.

C. BANISTER COMMON & MALL COMMITTEE

Mr. O’Connell moved to accept Diane Oliver-Jensen’s letter of resignation
from the Banister Common & Mall Committee with regret; Mr. Allen
seconded; so voted. Ms. Oliver-Jensen is moving to Canada.

Mr. O’Connell moved to appoint Dawn Sullivan as the as the representative of
the Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church to the Banister Common & Mall
Committee, the term to expire on June 30, 2014; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.
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D. SOLAR RFP REVIEW COMMITTEE

Mr. O’Connell moved and Mr. Allen seconded to appoint the following to the
Solar RFP Review Committee, all with terms to expire June 30, 2011; so
voted:

One representative of the Board of Health
One representative of the Board of Selectmen, Rudy Heller
One representative of the Conservation Committee
Bruce Clark
Timothy Roughan (contingent upon his acceptance) and
William (“Bill”) Scanlan as an ex-officio member

E. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLANNING COMMITTEE (CIPC)

This committee is two members short due to the resignation of the Treasurer
and one at-large position that was never filled. In addition, Bruce Clarke, the
representative of the Planning Board is not running for re-election.  The Board
asked Ms. Neylon to alert the Planning Board to appoint a new representative
to the Committee. Mr. O’Connell moved to appoint Bruce Clark to the CIPC
to fill the one remaining at-large position, the appointment to become effective
on May 2, 2011 and expire on June 30, 2011; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

5. REVIEW IMA HR CONTRACT

The Board agreed to postpone their review of the Inter-municipal Agreement for
Human Resources (IMA HR) until its meeting on April 19.

6. APPLICATION FOR VENDOR PERMIT AND COMMON VICTUALLER
LICENSE

An application was received from Mr. Eugene Toto, a Brookfield resident, for a
vendor permit and a Common Victualler license for his hot dog cart.  Mr. O’Connell
moved to approve the issuance of both the Vendor Permit and the Common Victualler
License contingent upon specifying the location of the business and assurance that the
location would have the required permission of those governing the property; Mr.
Allen seconded; so voted.

7. SURPLUS FORESTRY VEHICLE

The Board acknowledged receipt of a letter from Peter Martell, Fire Chief, relative to
the availability of a military surplus forestry tanker truck.  The Chief explained in his
letter that the Department’s current forestry truck needs new tires at a cost of about
$3,000; the surplus military forestry truck has new tires and has been completely
rebuilt.  There will be some minor cost to prepare the new truck for service, which is
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anticipated to occur in FY12. The old truck will be returned to Army Surplus once the
“new” truck is in service.

Mr. O’Connell inquired if accepting a surplus vehicle required any town meeting
action or not and Mr. Heller agreed to look into this. Mr. O’Connell complimented
the Fire Chief as being pro-active in saving the town money.  All of the Selectmen
agreed this was the correct action for the Town.

8. PROCEDURE: MINUTES & MONTHLY REPORTS

Due to a recent e-mail from the Town Clerk asking for copies of minutes and monthly
reports so he could post them on the Town website, departments that do not report to
the Selectmen wanted to know if they should still be sending minutes them to the
Selectmen. The Selectmen agreed that they wanted to continue receiving and asked
Ms. Neylon to so inform the Boards and Committees. .

9. POLICE UNION NEGOTIATIONS

This was passed over to be discussed in an Executive Session at the conclusion of the
meeting.

Correspondence
10. CSX TRANSPORTATION – YEARLY OPERATIONAL PLAN

CSX Transportation and AMEC Earth & Environmental wrote to provide information
regarding a public hearing about the spraying of the Right-of-Way of the CSX tracks.
Transportation. Contact information is provided in the memorandum for those that
would like to review the plans.  A copy of the letter will be sent to the Conservation
Commission for their reference.

11. NOTICE OF FILING AND PUBLIC HEARING – NATIONAL GRID

There will be a public hearing on April 6th at 2 pm in Boston to review the long range
forecast and supply plan for the period of 2010/2011 to 2014/2015 of Boston Gas
Company and Colonial Gas Company, d/b/a/ National Grid.

12. LEGAL MEMORANDUM: NOTABLE NEW REGULATIONS FROM STATE
ETHICS COMMISSION

This memorandum is relative to new regulations about ethics. It was agreed that a
copy would be sent to all employees and officials. Mr. O’Connell asked who the
Town’s Ethics Officer is, who is responsible for tracking mandatory on-line ethics
training.   Ms. Neylon will investigate and report back to the Board.
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Other (items added after the agenda was posted):
13. REVIEW OF LEAVES AND BRUSH POLICY

The current policy, adopted last summer, calls for the Highway to staff the Town’s
Herbert Road property and accepting leaves and brush during four Saturdays in the
Fall and Spring.  The Highway Superintendent told the Board that the location was
opened four Saturdays last fall and he only had two “customers”.  He requested that
the program/policy be discontinued.

After some discussion, it was agreed to ask the Highway Department to open the
Herbert Road property for two Saturdays during the spring, to advise the Board of the
dates at their April 5th meeting and to advertise at the Transfer Station those dates.
Afterward, the Board will re-evaluate the policy.

14. PERFORMANCE REVIEWS

Mr. Allen moved to approve the performance review of the Highway Superintendent;
Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

15. STATUS OF PHASE II – G.L. FINNEY PROPERTY

The Board asked Ms. Neylon to find out the status of the Phase II Brownfield Phase
survey being done under the direction of Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
(CMRPC).

16. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Heller entertained a motion to rescind a vote of a previous meeting requesting a
citizen be invited to an Executive Session and to drop the investigation of the
complaint against that citizen; Mr. O’Connell so moved; Mr. Allen seconded; so
voted.

Pubic Access:
John David Holdcraft said that the Town Hall should have two handicapped accessible
bathrooms on the first floor and reiterated his assertions that the Selectmen continued
to not tell the truth about what really happened on the CSX bridge accident.

In rebuttal, Mr. O’Connell stated that the Selectmen had no input into the Police
Report, which was handled in a professional and objective manner.   He further stated
that apparently the only person who didn’t accept the truth was Mr. Holdcraft, who
seems to have a personal vendetta against the Highway Superintendent.  All Selectmen
believed the police report to be objective.  Mr. Allen asked Mr. Holdcraft if he had
witnessed the accident and received the answer that he had not.

ADJOURNMENT:
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At about 8:20 pm, Mr. O’Connell made a motion to enter into Executive Session citing (and
reading aloud) exemptions three (collective bargaining and litigation) and six (purchase,
exchange, leave of real property) and to return to open session only to adjourn; Mr. Allen
seconded; so voted with Mr. Allen voting aye; Mr. O'Connell voting aye; and Mr. Heller
voting aye.

As there was no further business before the Board, Mr. O'Connell moved to adjourn at about
9:05 pm; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Date approved by Board: ________________


