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Minutes of Board of Selectmen, Special Meeting
June 9, 2010

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
SELECTMEN’S MEETING

TOWN HALL, BANQUET ROOM

MINUTES OF JUNE 9, 2010

SPECIAL SESSION

Chairman Rudy Heller called the meeting to order at 9:00 am and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.  Other members present: James Allen and Peter O’Connell.

Camera Operator: John David Holdcraft

Press: None

Public: Kathy Pikosky, Michael Seery, Christopher Welsh

Since the budget has been finalized, the Board planned to use this meeting to take care of
various items that passed over at earlier meetings, especially appointments.  Events were
taken out of order from the agenda so that the most important items could be handled while
Mr. Allen was in attendance.  He was excused at 10:30 to attend a funeral.

New Business:
1. EAST MAIN STREET – RESIDENT’S CONCERNS

Ms. Kathy Pikosky of East Main Street was present to complain that the events being
held at the Blanchard-Means property are too frequent and too loud for her to enjoy
her own property and she indicated that there were no provisions for traffic
management at these events. According to Ms. Pikosky, the frequency of events has
escalated this spring with one wedding (and another scheduled), a Banjofest, a Cub
Scout camping event and a Boy Scout camping event all on the front lawn.  She
wondered whether there was any limits on the number, frequency, and duration of
events that  the Town could and should impose.

Ms. Pikosky said that she has had verbal and electronic contact with the
representatives of Rehabilitative Resources Incorporated (RRI).  She said that last
year she had contacted the Planning Board but they had taken the matter as far as
their authority.  The Building Inspector is now satisfied that they have the necessary
permits for work on the property as is the Fire Chief.

Acting Police Chief Welsh confirmed that the Town has no “noise by-law” but there
is a State “breach of the peace” law that they can enforce.  He said that if RRI is
serving alcohol they should probably have alcohol permits from the Selectmen.  He
was unaware that there were parking and traffic regulation issues.
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Mr. Allen will follow up with the Planning Board, Board of Health, Zoning
Enforcement Officer and Police to gather any history.  The Administrative Assistant
will find out if entertainment and/or alcohol licenses are needed for a non-profit
organization’s events.  Once this information is gathered, the Executive Director of
the property will be invited to a Selectman’s meeting.

Old Business:
2. POLICE DETAIL BY-LAW OR POLICY

The draft proposed policy as presented by Chief Welsh was reviewed and discussed
by the Board.  Chief Welsh encouraged the enactment of a by-law because it would
give the department more enforcement authority.

The proposed by-law/policy would give the Chief the authority to decide if an event
where 100 or more people are expected to attend will need a police detail or details.
Chief Welsh cited events such as the winter ice fishing derbies, the annual Apple
Country Fair, and the upcoming Pow Wow.

After discussion, Mr. O'Connell moved to approve the policy as submitted, to take
effect immediately; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted. The Administrative Assistant
will advertise this policy and put the policy on an early fall agenda for discussion to
determine whether to propose the policy as a by-law.

3. EARLY PAY OFF OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DEBT

Mr. O'Connell explained that the Town has the option to receive a lump sum
payment from the State equal to the sum of its annual reimbursements and to pay off
the Elementary School bonds on September 15, 2010 if voters at the June 18, 2010
Town Meeting approve the transfer of about $60,000 from the Stabilization Fund.
There is no penalty for an early pay off.  The Town would save about $125,000.
Bond Counsel has agreed early pay off is a good idea.

The Selectmen have the authority to vote to accept early payment by the State even
without the vote of the Town meeting.  Savings for the Town would be less than if
the debt was paid off all at once.  The Town would still owe about $90,000 which
would be paid off over four years.  This means the Town’s savings would only be
about $80,000.

Mr. Heller entertained a motion that the Selectmen authorize the Treasurer to accept
a lump sum school payment from the Massachusetts School Building Association; to
call in and pay off bonds on the Elementary School on September 15, 2010; Mr.
O'Connell so moved; Mr. Allen seconded; so voted.
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4. ABCC SEMINAR

Notice was received of an information-sharing seminar to be held by the Alcohol
Beverage Control Commission (ABCC) on Thursday, June 17, 2010 at 2:00 PM IN
THE Northborough Senior Center.  It was agreed that Donna Neylon would attend.

5. OSV STAGECOACH – 350TH PARADE FLOAT

Mr. O'Connell reported that rental of the stagecoach at Old Sturbridge Village (OSV)
would be between $2,000 and $3,000 to transport the stagecoach and horses.  It had
been an idea to use the coach and horses for the “Selectmen’s float” in the Quaboag
350th Anniversary Parade to be held on September 19th in West Brookfield. T he
Selectmen agreed this was beyond their price range  and it was agreed that it was
better to have a float where several people work together.  Mr. Heller will be the
“point person”.  A call for volunteers was made for participation in the process.

6. REVISIONS OF POLICE CHIEF JOB DESCRIPTION/POLICE CHIEF
SEARCH

Mr. O'Connell had reviewed the job descriptions that the Administrative Assistant
had acquired from other municipalities.  He compared them to the most recent
version of Brookfield’s job description for Police Chief and explained the changes he
proposed.  He had also reviewed those changes with Chief Welsh who agreed with
them.  Mr. Allen proposed the requirement that prior to hiring a new Chief must
pass drug and alcohol screening, a physical, and a psychological screening. Mr.
Heller will present the updated version to the Personnel Board at their meeting this
afternoon and if they agree with the recommended changes, the position will be
advertised after the budget is voted at the Annual Town Meeting on June 18th.  This
item will be placed on the June 15th agenda when Mr. Heller will report the results of
his meeting with the Personnel Board.

7. LEGAL INVOICE QUESTION

The annual letter from Town Counsel, Kopelman & Paige, was received asking how
and when the Board wants them to bill for the June services. Mr. Allen moved to
authorize the Chairman to make this decision contingent on funding availability
through inter-municipal transfer process; Mr. O'Connell seconded; so voted.

Mr. Allen left the meeting to attend a funeral.
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8. OTHER PERSONNEL BOARD ISSUES:

Wage Authorization Forms:
Mr. O'Connell moved to only use this form for changes to personnel compensation
that occur during the year but not for changes that occur as a result of the Annual
Town Meeting; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

Separate the Personnel Policies from the Town By-Laws:
This has been discussed at several Selectmen’s meetings.  Since the policies are part
of the by-laws, no changes can be made, including correction of minor  errors,
without a town meeting vote.  Mr. Heller will ask the Personnel Board if they agree
with separating personnel policies from the personnel by-law.  If so, the Selectmen
and the Personnel Board will work together to propose an article for the 2011 Annual
Town Meeting.

Municipal Aide Position Description:
The Selectmen agree that there should be one job description for all municipal aides
or municipal clerks and that there should be more cross-training to effect better back-
up in case of vacation or illness.  Mr. Heller will discuss this with the Personnel
Board this afternoon.

Personnel Board appointments:
Mr. Heller noted that all of the positions on the Personnel Board are due to expire at
the end of this fiscal year.  He will find out who wants to be re-appointed and who
doesn’t. Both Mr. O'Connell and Mr. Heller believe the terms should be staggered
instead of all expiring at the same time.

9. DEVIL’S ELBOW ROAD

A complaint was received from one resident of Devil’s Elbow Road regarding the
Highway Department’s work on this road.  The complaint centered on environmental
issues. After learning of the resident’s concerns, Mr. Chaffee, Highway
Superintendent, visited the site with Mr. O’Leary, Chairman of the Conservation
Commission and they worked out a plan to rectify the situation that was caused by
the Highway’s work and two big storms that came up over the weekend.  “Riprap”
and earthen dikes will be installed so that when runoff water from the road reaches
Willow Brook, it will be filtered.  Reclamation and paving of Devil’s Elbow Road is
scheduled during the next couple of weeks.

Mr. O'Connell asked why the Conservation Commission had not been involved in
developing the plan for the work on Devil’s Elbow Road prior to construction since
the wetlands would be involved.  He asked if the remediation plans included
dredging as requested by the resident.  Mr. Heller will investigate and report back to
the Board.
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10. EXTENSION OF FMAP

Mr. Heller reported receiving a notice from MMA (Massachusetts Municipal
Association) requesting that the Board write to Senator Scott Brown to ask him to
vote in support of the “FMAP (Federal Municipal Aid Program)” extension in the so-
called tax extenders bill that will be on the Senate Floor for passage this week.  Mr.
O'Connell moved to authorize the Chairman to send this e-mail to Senator Brown,
Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

11. SOUTH POND LETTER

Mr. Heller had attended a meeting with Senator Stephen Brewer, Peter Levine, the
President of the QQLA (Quaboag, Quacumquasit Lake Association) and John
O’Leary the Chairman of Brookfield’s Conservation Commission.  At this meeting,
Mr. Heller learned that there is no money in the State’s FY 2011 budget to complete
the promised project at South Pond beach area.  Mr. Heller had drafted a support
letter.  Mr. O'Connell moved to enthusiastically endorse the plan for the completion
of South Pond beach area and to authorize the Chairman to send such letter; Mr.
Heller seconded; so voted.

12. TOWN CLERK ARTICLE REQUEST

Owing to confusion by the Board in articles submitted by Mr. Seery for both the
Town Clerk’s office and the Board of Health, the request to transfer funds from one
Town Clerk Account to another had been left off the Special Town Meeting warrant.

The Board called Mr. Seery to the meeting for details on the $1,159.98 transfer from
the Assistant Town Clerk Wages Account to the Town Clerk Expense Account.  He
explained that he would not need an assistant for the remainder of the year and
would like to have the money in his expense account to pay for the purchase of a
new desk and some office supplies.  The desk that he currently uses was purchased
after the Town Hall break in several years ago and cost the Town about $5.  Mr.
Seery would like a different style desk as he believes that an “L” shaped desk would
eliminate some other equipment in the office thus making the office better organized
and give a bit more space.

Mr. O'Connell moved to sign the transfer request and to support the purchase of a
desk with the understanding that all non-essential office supplies be deferred to the
next fiscal year; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.  The Board agreed to work with Mr.
Seery to approve the transfer of funds using either the Municipal Relief Transfer or a
Reserve Fund Transfer process.
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13. PRIVATE WAY BY-LAW QUESTION

Before Mr. Seery returned to his office, Mr. O'Connell spoke to him about the
Town’s by-laws and the need to bring them up-to-date as quickly as possible.  He
cited a 1994 bylaw about private ways that is missing from the current by-laws.  It is
not known if the by-law was rescinded or not but it is in effect and is not being
followed, so there is a liability issue for the Town.  Mr. O'Connell wondered if there
were other by-laws that have not been researched or updated.  It was agreed that the
Selectmen would work with the Town Clerk to present a completely updated version
of the by-laws to the next Annual Town meeting to be voted on in their entirety
rather than to address each item individually.

14. WEBSITE STATUS

Mr. Seery asked Mr. Heller the status of an e-mail address for him as Town Clerk.
Mr. Heller said that this is being worked on and promised this “soon”.

15. KEATON PROPERTY

This was passed over to the June 15th agenda to give other Board members time to
review the letter to Mrs. Keaton as drafted by Mr. O'Connell.

16. TAX AMNESTY

There is currently before both houses of the State legislature a bill that would allow
the Town to vote to accept provisions of real estate tax amnesty through June 30,
2011. This amnesty would not apply to the tax itself or to penalties but only to a
percentage of the interest owed on back taxes.  The Board took no action at this time.

17. BROWNFIELD PROJECT – MILL STREET

The Administrative Assistant asked the Board to send a letter to the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) to request an extension so that remaining work to
have been completed by June 30 could be incorporated into the new EPA grant
received by the Town.  Barbara Weir, staff member of AEComm, the Town’s
contractor on the project had drafted the request for an extension and suggested a
telephone call to DEP before the letter is mailed.

Mr. O'Connell moved to authorize the Chairman to call and submit the request for an
extension of time for the Phase III cap of the Brownfield project; Mr. Heller
seconded; so voted.
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18. RESIGNATION & APPOINTMENTS

Resignation:   A letter of resignation was received from Michael Seery from his
position on the Zoning Board of Appeals; the resignation was effective June 7, 2010.
Mr. O'Connell moved to accept the letter of resignation and send a letter of
appreciation for Mr. Seery’s service; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

Appointments:
All appointments were made by Mr. O'Connell’s motion and Mr. Heller’s second
and so voted, unless otherwise deferred until 6/15/10 when there will be a full Board
present.

POSITION APPOINTEE
TERM OF
APPOINT-
MENT

Parking Clerk Michael P. Seery 6/30/2013
Election Workers Deferred to 6/15/10
Registrar of Voters Shirley Sanborn 6/30/2013
Emergency Medical Staff Richard Johnson, EMT 6/30/2013
Emergency Medical Staff Daniel Driscoll, EMT 6/30/2013
Emergency Medical Staff Joshua Roy, EMT 6/30/2013
Emergency Medical Staff Other staff members’ terms to expire 6/30/2013
Fire Chief/Fire Warden Peter Martell 6/30/2013
Police Officer Christopher Welsh – Sgt. Full-Time 6/30/2013
Police Officer Adam Cameron, Full-Time 6/30/2013
Police Officer Matthew Baird, Full-Time 6/30/2013
Police Officer Kevin Tucker – Part-Time 6/30/2011
Police Officer Jason Barrett – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer William Coyle – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Daniel Ausmus - PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Craig Swanson – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Nicholas Abair – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Joseph Murray – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Thomas Motyka - PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Ryan Kelly – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Christopher DeSantis – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Jose Perez – PT 6/30/2011
Police Officer Holly Chisholm – Matron - PT 6/30/2011
Animal Control Eileen Vitello – Animal Control Officer 6/30/2013
Animal Control Gabriel Pecore – Asst. Animal Control Officer 6/30/2013
Tax Collector Deferred to 6/15/10
Treasurer Deferred to 6/15/10
CMRPC Alternate Deferred to 6/15/10
QVCDC Delegate Deferred to 6/15/10
WRTA Representative Deferred to 6/15/10
Dispatch Board of Overseers Keith Karrmann 6/30/2013
Town Counsel Deferred to 6/15/10
Veterans’ Services Director,
Agent &Veterans’ Burial Agent

Bryan Griffing 6/30/2013
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POSITION APPOINTEE
TERM OF
APPOINT-
MENT

Sexual Harassment Officer Donna Lafleur 6/30/2013
Sexual Harassment Officer Matthew Custer 6/30/2013
Banister Common & Mall
Committee

Deferred to 6/15/10

Ethics Liaison Deferred to 6/15/10
CIPC Deferred to 6/15/10
Advisory Committee Mary Beth Harrity End of ATM 2011
Advisory Committee Others deferred to 6/15/10
By-Law Committee Deferred to 6/15/10
Conservation Commission Kenneth Cleveland 6/30/2013
Conservation Commission One vacancy remains 6/30/2013
Constables Deferred to 6/15/10
Council on Aging Barbara Clancy 6/30/2013
Council on Aging John Wild 6/30/2013
Cultural Council Deferred to 6/15/10
Facilities Development Deferred to 6/15/10
Historical Commission Deferred to 6/15/10
Insurance Advisory Committee Barbara Clancy – retiree’s representative 6/30/2011
Local Public Access Committee Deferred to 6/15/10
Local Public Access Advisory
Committee

Deferred to 6/15/10

Master Plan/Open Space &
Recreation Committee

William R  Simpson 6/30/2013

Personnel Board Deferred to 6/15/10
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Carolyn Murray 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Barbara Clancy 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Tracy Comtois 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Matthew Custer 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Donald Faugno 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Kate Simpson 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Wm. R. Simpson 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Frank Visco 6/30/2011
Quaboag 350th Anniv. Comm. Lois O’Leary 6/30/2011
Recreational Committee Deferred to 6/15/10
Source Water Protection Comm. Deferred to 6/15/10
Safety Committee ABOLISHED, effective immediately.
Zoning Enforcement Officer Gary Simeone 6/30/2013
Zoning Board of Appeals Deferred to 6/15/10
Town Hall Barrier Removal &
Study Committee

Deferred to 6/15/10

Tourism Committee Deferred to 6/15/10

Mrs. Neylon will gather further information from Department Heads and Committee Chairs
about changes in the number of members on their committees, changes in charges to the
committees, and the willingness of current members to be reappointed.
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ADJOURNMENT:

At about 1:03 pm, Mr. O'Connell moved to enter into Executive Session for Exemption #7,
“general privacy” (given below) and to return to open Session only for the purpose of
adjournment; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted with Mr. Heller voting aye; and Mr. O'Connell
voting aye.

(7) To comply with the provisions of any general or special law or federal grant-
in-aid requirements. (General privacy)

At about 1:40 pm, the Board returned to Open Session; Mr. O'Connell moved to adjourn the
meeting; Mr. Heller seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Date approved by Board: ________________


