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April 27 2010

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
SELECTMEN’S MEETING

TOWN HALL, KITCHEN ROOM

MINUTES OF APRIL 27, 2010

SPECIAL SESSION

Chairman Rudy Heller called the meeting to order at 9:05 am.  Other members present:
James Allen and Peter O’Connell.

Camera Operator: None

Press: None

Public: Safety Committee members:  Bruce Clarke – Water Dept. Supt.; Herb
Chaffee – Highway Dept. Supt.; Donna Lafleur – EMS Chief; Peter
Martell – Fire Chief

CSX BRIDGE RE-CONSTRUCTION DISCUSSION:
The meeting began as a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and members of the Safety
Committee to prepare for a pre-construction meeting relative to the CSX bridge re-
construction (Route 148).  The pre-construction meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 30th at
the MassDOT office on Belmont Street, Worcester.

Bruce Clarke, who had received correspondence from E.T. & L-JF White Joint Venture
(White), the company that will be doing the bridge re-construction, said that he had called that
company to see if he could pick up design plans for discussion with the Board of Selectmen
and Safety Committee. He learned that there are no plans for this project but that they
welcome Brookfield’s attendance at the pre-construction meeting. The bridge elevation will
likely increase about 20” which may worsen existing sight-line problems. The construction
company tentatively plans to close one lane while they prepare the approaches to the other
lane.  They plan to close the entire bridge for a weekend while they jack up the bridge to
match the new approach elevation.  They will then open that lane to traffic and begin working
on the approaches to the second lane.  Bruce said that because the bridge is a “box bean
bridge” it has to be jacked up all at once and not one lane at a time.  Bruce further noted that
the CSX bridge over Quaboag Street will not require raising since the tracks there are to be
lowered.

The following points were discussed:

 All agreed that the major concern was the line-of- sight problem between the two
bridges and the multi-intersection. The Town requests the State to develop a new
design for the intersection of Lower River, Upper River., Pleasant, Mill, and Fiskdale
Road) to bring it up to state standards and to solve the safety issues caused by the
previous reconstruction of the bridge.  Could Lower River be made a dead end or a
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one way?  Could Pleasant Street be re-routed?  Donna will ask the Police for any
statistics relative to accidents in this area.  The Town asks to see a design of the
construction/intersection before work begins;

 The second concern involves provision for emergency and other services south of the
bridge when the bridge is closed completely to traffic.  The Town’s first request is for
a “grade crossing” for emergency vehicles only for the time period that both lanes will
be closed off.  If a grade crossing cannot be done, the Town will request that CSX hire
a paramedic team to stand by on the South side of the river. Fire, Highway & Police
can park a vehicle on the other side for the weekend to be able to provide service to
the south side of Brookfield.

 There MUST be coordination of the design of this  bridge work along with the design
of the work planned for the bridge over the Quaboag River;

 Will traffic flow during construction be regulated by a light and/or will police
details/flaggers be used?

 The Town will request that sidewalks from Pleasant Street be extended to a formal
crosswalk and then to a paved sidewalk across the CSX bridge that should be
connected to the sidewalk over the Quaboag River bridge.

 Should the speed limit be reviewed by the state and perhaps lowered from 40 mph
coming north into town?

 The Simpson family raised issues of drainage from the road onto their property;
 Should we offer land for a staging area or help White contact another abutter?
 Check 1987 Selectmen’s minutes for anything relative to the prior construction of this

bridge;

The group agreed that they would hold a public hearing about the time the project starts so
that they can educate residents and/or will advertise the construction sequence.

CONTRACT DOCUMENTS FOR CDBG-R PROJECT (COMMON/LINCOLN
STREETS):
Following this discussion, the Administrative Assistant reviewed a letter that she had just
received from Town Counsel following his review of the CDBG-R project contracts.  The
Counsel recommended that the contracts not be signed until certain items involving
certificates of insurance, payment and performance bonding be changed and recommended a
change in wording for the Certificate of Tax Compliance.  Mr. Allen moved to approve and
sign the contracts contingent upon the recommended changes being made; Mr. O’Connell
seconded; so voted.

TELEPHONE MESSAGE RELATIVE TO MR. HOLDCRAFT’S SIGN:
Mrs. Neylon told the Selectmen that she had a message on her telephone this morning from a
local resident.  The resident was extremely upset by the content of Mr. Holdcraft’s sign – the
side you would view if you were driving west.  In the phone message, the resident demanded
that all of the Selectmen be told of her concern and that Town Counsel be contacted.  The
caller believed that the sign contents bordered on libel and harassment.  The selectmen agreed
that although the sign was regrettable, because the contents were worded as a question not a
statement, the Board could do nothing.
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POSSIBLE ETHICS PROBLEM:
As part of the above discussion, Mr. O’Connell brought up an incident of a letter to the editor
that was written by the Town Clerk in favor of a write-in candidate for Moderator.  Mrs.
Lincoln as Town Clerk planned to insert a flyer in the Brookfield Citizen to endorse one of the
candidates for Town Clerk and to advocate the defeat of the ballot question to make the Town
Clerk appointed. The Board agreed that a call to the Elections Division of the Secretary of
State to see if Mrs. Lincoln’s use of her title in an endorsement flyer violated state law and if
the Selectmen had any role in ensuring fair elections. Mr. O’Connell agreed to make the call.

CDBG-R PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETING:
Mr. Allen, the Chairman of the CDBG Advisory Committee, will not be able to attend this
meeting so Mr. Clarke asked him and the other Selectmen if they had any specific concerns
that should be brought up at this meeting which is scheduled for 11:00 am tomorrow (April 28,
2010).  The Selectmen’s main concerns centered on the timeline and communication of that
information to the residents involved.  Mr. Heller also said that he had received a couple of
telephone calls from residents who did “not want their curbs cut like those on Sherman Street”.
Mr. Chaffee and Mr. Clarke thought that the curb cuts were either rounded into the driveways
or sloped down and were not at right angles but they promised to check this out and handle the
matter appropriately.

ADJOURNMENT:

At 10:45 a.m., Mr. Allen moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. O’Connell seconded; so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Neylon, Administrative Assistant

Date approved by Board: ________________


